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After being released from prison in 1901, a short-story writer from North Carolina named William Syd-

ney Porter changed his name to O. Henry, moved to New York and acquired employment with The New 

York World, where he wrote a story every week. During his lifetime, O. Henry published ten collections 

and over 600 short stories. Perhaps the greatest story of our age about selfless giving during Christmas-

time is found in O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi (written and published in 1906). In the story, a poor 

young couple struggles to celebrate Christmas. He sells his watch to buy her a comb for her hair; and she 

cuts and sells her hair to buy him a watch chain. O. Henry died in 1910, but the timeless lesson revealed 

in his Magi story still teaches us that the greatest gift one can give is the gift of selfless love. 

 

Somewhere in just about every town in our country, tucked away in the hubris of social life, is a commu-

nity cupboard, a clothes closet, a church or two or some other organization devoted to helping people in 

need in time of crisis. They operate on the principle of selfless giving, following the lesson in O. Henry’s 

famous story. The basic needs of life are stocked by nameless people, businesses and civic groups from 

all corners of the community. They conduct collection drives to gather clothes, food, toys and other as-

sorted items which are, in turn, distributed by the churches or organizations to needy persons and families 

throughout the year, and especially during the holidays. People who might otherwise not have the re-

sources to feed themselves or their families, find proper clothing or be able to celebrate Christmas are 

helped - not for compensation, public recognition or even a “thank you,” but just “because.” It is the best 

example of good ‘ole American grassroots charity. 

 

In the Teller County-Ute Pass area, the Woodland Park Community Cupboard is the local charity 

dedicated to helping families and individuals momentarily down on their luck. They have been in con-

tinuous operation since 1978, serving the working poor, disabled, elderly, unemployed and homeless. 

Their mission is to provide short-term, stop-gap assistance to individuals and families and to help them 

become self-sufficient. In addition to private donations and goods from area churches, schools, civic and 
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Angels tread among us… 

in need of our help! 

Kathy Blough, Executive Director of the Woodland Park Community Cupboard.  

“The look of shy gratitude on the faces of those parents and individuals we help 

is satisfaction enough,” said a volunteer recently. “The beam in a child’s face 

after getting presents, when they thought they wouldn’t have a Christmas at all 

is worth the effort. We provide five to seven days of emergency food to folks 

who have no other means of support. Hardly a week goes by that I’m not sob-

bing with both sadness and joy. Sadness for the variety of needs we see;  and 

joy when we are able to help. It’s the whole community helping, really. We 

know we are accomplishing our goals when people in Woodland Park and 

Teller County are not going hungry.” 

 

So, as you’re rushing around this holiday season preparing your individual cele-

brations, buying gifts, decorating, trimming the tree, going to parties, or what-

ever you do, stop for a moment and think about those people and families not so 

fortunate. And think, too, about the devoted folks working and volunteering in 

all those charitable organizations around the country, like Woodland Park’s 

Community Cupboard, who try to make the season a little brighter for those 

whose holidays might otherwise be pretty gloomy.  (see TRIBUTE on page 2) 

government organizations, the Cupboard is regularly supported by City Market, Safeway, Divide Market, Starbucks, Papa Murphy’s and Wal-Mart. 

The Cupboard collects and distributes all kinds of aid, including food, clothing, coats, and during Christmastime, gifts for children. The Cupboard 

averages 200 holiday boxes each year. In 2007 they helped 807 families (2,740 persons) with 78,942 pounds of food through October. They also 

have a birthday program and a furniture exchange. The stories surrounding each instance of giving and each family situation run the gamut of need. 

Each one stirs the emotions and, when help is given, is a sterling example of the selfless kindness O. Henry wrote so eloquently about. 
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$172,850 

288 Berylium Rd., Florissant 

Great mountain feel and excellent 

views surround this 3BR/2BA, 1427 

S.F. home on 3.7 acres. 3 wood stoves, 

beamed ceilings & circular drive. Rock 

formations and mature aspen and pines 

abound.                                   #570524 

Here are a few of the 

homes for sale in the 

area or offered exclu-

sively by 1st Choice 

Realty  

$274,900 

78 Utah Way, Florissant 

An immaculate 3 BR/3 BA 1946 S.F. 

NEW stucco home on 0.56 acres. Hdw 

floors, hickory cabinets, granite count-

ers, formal dining room. Oversized 

garage. Quiet and serene.       #535244 

Sample Buyers’  

Guide 

$349,900 

1648 S. Mountain Est. Rd., Florissant 

Full log-home, 3BR/3BA, 1849 S.F. w/ 

main level master. Rock wall fireplace 

in large, vaulted (log beamed) great 

room. Over 550 S.F. of covered front 

porch and deck.                         #515327 

Copyright Notice: All text 

and pictures are copy-

righted and reserved by the 

original sources.  No infor-

mation may be used with-

out expressed, written 

permission from David 

Martinek or the Pikes Peak 

Association of Realtors,  

insofar as each may have 

authority to grant use.  

$339,900 

265 Sun Ridge Ct., Woodland Prk 

Unique 3BR/2.5 BA, 2440 S.F. home w/ 

privacy & huge 2-tiered deck. Sunroom, 

loft, free-standing wood stove. Gourmet 

kitchen w/ hardwood cabinets. Spacious 

MBR w/ vaulted ceiling.         #476738 

$349,000 

6315 Eagle Mtn. Rd, Manitou Springs 

Dramatic, inspiring views of Colo. Spgs. 

2BR/2BA, 1788 S.F. perched on a high 

mountain ridge. Gated community. 

Gourmet kitchen, large tigerwood deck. 

Open floor plan.  Beautiful!      #422710 

$299,900 

905 Sun Valley Dr., Woodland Park 

2616 S.F., 3BR/3BA raised ranch w/ 

huge master, great kitchen w/ wet bar. 

Great room has wood stove & lots of 

windows. Large back deck; laundry w/ 

storage.                                    #597682  

$289,000 

1118 County Road 112, Florissant 

Beautiful alpine, log-sided home on 26 

acres off paved road. 3 BR/2 BA, 1258 

S.F, Brand new! New appliances, radiant 

heat, wrap-around deck/front porch. 

Here’s your vacation home.  #582068 

$219,900 

34 Club Drive, Woodland Park 

Very nice family home on 0.34 acres; 

3BR/2BA 1474 S.F.  2 wood stoves, 2-

car garage; large treed lot with fenced 

back yard and large deck w/ hot tub. 

Located in Westwood Lakes subd.  

Don’t miss out!                        #507029 

LAND $130,000 

148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant  

A fabulously secluded 44-acre ridge lot 

in Bear Trap Ranch with 360 views of 

Pikes Peak and the Sangres. A canyon 

marks the western boundary. Straddles 

Teller/Park County line. Several building 

spots.  Beautiful!                #439951 

$268,900 

1443 Upper Twin Rocks, Florissant 

2+ acres in Druid Hills. Log-home w/

open floor plan & finished walkout 

basement. Oversized 2-car garage. 

Horse property. 3BR/3BA, 2274 S.F.   

A dream home in the country. # 486630 

$384,850 

35 Spruce Cir., Woodland Park 

4 BR/3BA, 2658 S.F on 2.25 acres. 2-

story w/ great room, large stone fire-

place, wonderful kitchen w/ stainless 

appliances. Nicely landscaped. Bed-

rooms downstairs.                   #424832 

Buyer’s market homes and land priced to sell from $384,850 to $130,000 

$264,900 

124 Flagstaff Cr., Florissant 

4BR/3BA 2108 S.F. Made for sunsets. 2 

acres on treed cul-de-sac. Updated 

kitchen & master bath, new cabintry.. 

New hardward floors and tile. An ideal 

mountain home.                        #457324 

Maybe the next time 

there’s a food or coat 

drive, you’ll be more 

inclined to contribute. 

Helping others should 

be something we do 

everyday of the year. 

But sometimes, people 

get busy and forget, 

except during the holi-

days. We should all be 

more aware of our re-

sponsibilities as com-

munity citizens and 

remember always that 

an opportunity for self-

lessness is its own re-

ward. Giving strength-

ens our character and 

purifies our soul. And it 

makes us mindful that 

we are all part of a lar-

ger community where 

angels tread among us 

… in need of our help. 

TRIBUTE: continued from 

page 1 

Marcia and I wish to 

everyone a warm 

and joyous, holiday 

season. 

  

Merry Christmas! 

Happy New Year!  


