
          Up west of Woodland Park a mile or so, near the summit of Blue Bird Hill, is an almost forgotten 

area that once was the town of Edlowe. Located generally around the intersection of U.S. Highway 24 

and Edlowe Road (Teller County Road 28), a town of approximately 50 acres once occupied the hilltop 

where a few houses, a volunteer fire station and some memories now rest. The town would evolve to be a 

stop for the Colorado Midland Railway and home to some colorful residents before its demise in 1958.  

          What would later be called Edlowe began with a survey by an early 1870s resident named D.C. 

Oaks. The area at that time was vastly unpopulated with the exception of a few occupants and a few 

mines. Another survey of the area was begun in 1876 by E. H. Kellog and Albinus Z. Sheldon. Appar-

ently, neither of these surveys was ever acted upon.  

          In 1882, Wesley C. Wheeler filed a homestead claim for land in the area, as did Frederick Bacon. 

To their good fortunate, the tracks of the future Colorado Midland Railway would be laid up the valley 

from Woodland Park through this area in 1887. To maximize the possibilities of both a railroad and a 

wagon road running through their property, Wheeler and Bacon decided to develop a town on their com-

bined claims. They set aside approximately 110 acres (half contributed by each, presumably) for a town 

they would name “Summit Park.” In 1889 Wheeler and Bacon filed a plat in El Paso County for Summit 

Park sectioned into 395 lots. Streets on the plat ran both parallel and perpendicular to the railroad tracks. 

However, Wheeler and Bacon failed to pay the recording fee and the plat was never registered to them. 

Bacon sold his 55 acres to Edward Moore in 1894.  

          After Wheeler’s death, his widow (Hattie) had the town surveyed again – at least the portion she 

owned. A new plat was filed (and paid for) in El Paso County on September 16, 1896. This plat listed 

approximately 50 acres divided into 413 lots. The streets on this plat ran parallel to the wagon road 

(rather than the railroad). Mysteriously, the name “Summit Park” on the plat was covered by a strip of 

paper pasted to the document upon which was written the name, “E D L O W E” and was signed by Ed-

gar D. Lowe, trustee, in place of Hattie H. Wheeler. 

           The Colorado Midland Railway eventually had a small station house at Edlowe and several trains 

per day traveled through town. Edlowe was a flag stop, meaning that the train would only stop upon re-

quest. It was also one of the destinations of the Wildflower Excursions run by the Colorado Midland. The 

“excursions” carried passengers from Colorado Springs through Eleven-Mile Canyon to Spinney in 

South Park and then back to Edlowe where the ubiquitous blue columbines were plentiful. The meadow 

west of Edlowe was used on almost all of the excursions, according to railroad histo-

rian, Mel McFarland.  

          In addition to the “Midland” station house, the town is said to also have had a 

post office, school, church, several homes, and a ten-room hotel, ran by the Hickox 

family. The post office was said to be the only one between Manitou Springs and 

Florissant for some time. The Edlowe school district was consolidated into the Wood-

land Park School District in 1920, along with other schools in the area. The school-

house was moved to Woodland Park and used first as the Assembly of God Church 

and then later, in 1967, as the Woodland Park library. It has since been razed. 

          As the city of Woodland Park grew, residency in Edlowe dwindled until on 

August 4, 1958, the Teller County Board of Commissioners officially ordered the 

town “to be vacated.” Remains can still be seen if one knows where to look. The small 

white house along Edlowe Road was once the railroad section house. An old barn, 

built by Edward Moore in the late 1890s, can be seen from U.S. 24 on the south side 

of the road west of the fire station. A portion of the Colorado Midland railroad grade is 

visible in the valley east of the intersection (now Midland Road) and just west of the 

fire station. Practically everything else is gone, except for some persistent Columbines 

blooming in the meadow…and the memories.  
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According to railroad historian, Mel McFarland, the 

Midland Wildflower Excursion trains always stopped at 

Edlowe. Nearby meadows were perfect for picking the 

blue Columbines.  

Notes:  Adapted with minor changes from the History and Mysterious of the Catamount Ranch 

Open Space, a 2002 study prepared by Kimberly M. Carsell and Kimberle C. Long. Frederick 

Bacon may be buried in Divide Cemetery. Several Moores and Lowes are noted in the 1900 

census. A Charles Wheeler was listed as treasurer of the Summit Park school district in 1881.  
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October 25, 2008 

$17,900 

69 Hidden Valley Dr., Lake George 

Land. A beautifully accessible 1.2 acre 

lot in Saddle Mountain Estates south of 

Lake George. Rock formations, trees 

and meadowlands grace a gently slop-

ing terrain. An ideal site for a dream 

home. This lot has character!   #525805 

Right - a sampling of 

properties offered by 

Coldwell Banker 1st 

Choice Realty.  

$85,000 

120 Silbani Lane, Divide 

Arabian Acres! Open concept floor-

plan, 3 BR/2 BA w/ free-standing fire-

place, 1128 S.F. Just over 2/3 acres in 

rural and lovely Arabian Acres. Priced 

right!                                         #528747 

Sample Buyers’  

Guide 
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$189,850 

63 Glenwood Lane, Woodland Park 

Cul-de-sac Private 2066 S.F.; 3 BR/2 

BA on 0.34 acre lot.  Main level MBR 

and laundry. Lower walk-out. Deck 

built around mature trees. Wood-

burning stove. Needs a family. #486923 

$242,000 

2741 N. Mountain Est., Florissant 

Mountain Retreat! 3BR/3BA, 2156 

S.F. on a half acre.  Main level master w/ 

great room. Stainless steel kitchen. 

Wrap-around deck. Quiet, easy access; 

enjoyable comfort.                    #534884 

$232,960 

1314 May Queen Rd, Cripple Creek 

Under Construction! 3BR/2BA log 

home on 1 acre corner lot. 1664 S.F. 

Awesome mountain views and beauti-

ful trees at the end of the road. Still 

time to pick options                 #564322 

$128,900 

117 Rainbow Trail, Divide 

A-Frame! 1BR/1BA 732 S.F. on 1.9 

acres. Charming & well-maintained w/ 

privacy. Great room and sleeping loft 

BR with an enchanting spiral staircase. 

Furniture/hut tub negotiable.   #500932 

$15,000 

49 & 55 Bannock St, Woodland Park 

Land. Two small adjacent lots com-

bined to equal 0.33 acres of beautiful 

woodlands and mountain views. Pikes 

Peak is just over your shoulder. Located 

near the Catamounts, these heavily 

treed lots are waiting for you. #590071.         

$179,850 

1741 Calcite Drive, Divide 

Spacious! 5 BR/3 BA, 2854 S.F. on 2.17 

acres. Plenty of room and potential;  

much has been remodeled. Large wood 

deck. Two kitchens! Easy access to 

Cripple Creek or Divide.           # 451088 

$298,500 

342 Blue Mesa Drive, Divide 

Horse Property! 3BR/2BA/2GAR, 

1830 SF. on 4.98 acres. Blacktop drive 

& horse facilities. Fully fenced. Huge 

deck/gazebo overlooking forested prop-

erty. Very Private                    #494737

$127,900 

580 Forest Edge Cir, Woodland Park 

Remodeled in 2005  New furnace, new 

windows, large backyard. 2 BR/1 BA & 

1 car garage, 978 S.F. Wood-burning 

stove & great Peak view.  Perfect for 

the first-time investor.            #435987 
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$247,000 

430 Buck Lake, Divide 

Hillside Home! 3BR/2BA, 1870 S.F. on 

1.62 treed acres overlooking lakes. 

Open floor plan, stove, main level MBR 

& living area. Lower level finished, in- 

cludes family room.                   #544763 

(Jon Paukovich’s article in 

the Colorado Springs Real 

Estate Journal puts the 

dismal media coverage of 

the real estate market in 

perspective—adapted). 

 

Despite what you’re 

hearing in the news, all 

is not lost 

 

       It’s all around us - 

reports of economic 

turmoil, a declining 

housing market, failing 

financial companies. It’s 

easy to get discouraged 

by the media attention. 

What you don’t hear is 

that there is still money 

out there to be lent and 

solid financial institu-

tions with good loan 

programs and rates to 

lend it.  

       While the media 

concentrates on the big 

bailouts, there remain 

several financial institu-

tions who chose to stay 

away from sub-prime 

loans and, as a result, 

are still going strong. 

They haven’t deviated 

from the fundamentals 

of borrowing and be-

cause of that - credit-

worthy borrowers can 

still obtain quality loans.  

       Rates are still at-

tractive and good loan 

programs are available. 

In this unsettled market, 

prospective home buy-

ers should consult with 

their professional real 

estate brokers to learn 

which institutions are 

the most solid.  

       Although the news 

about the market and 

mortgage companies is 

mostly negative, all is 

not lost. 


