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In the early 1990s Colorado voters allowed legalized gambling in Cripple Creek. The same decision was
made for the mining towns of Central City and Black Hawk just west of Denver. As a result, all three

My contact information: areas were revitalized from nearly ghost-town status to meccas of casino and tourist attractions.
Toﬁ) ',Lfg;:Pgooor_]gés_??}gﬁséif 11%16 But gambling is a two-edged sword. Most of the historic buildings in Cripple Creek are now occupied by
Fax: 719.687.0488 casinos. And even though they contribute revenues and employment opportunities in the area, some say
Cell: 913.707.7547 that gambling has ruined the old mining camp; that it could have rebounded on its own in time. Whatever
the reality, the heyday and mining boom are gone and the small community that remains (1500 residents
Website: according to Wikipedia; 1100 as of the 2000 census) now contends with a casino on every corner along
www.davidmartinekch.com Bennett Avenue — and in most of the store fronts in between (see picture below right).
Email: The irony is that gambling has always been an element of society in the Ute Pass area since the time of

davidmartinek@

1 X the “World’s Greatest Gold Camp.” State voters just ratified and legalized an activity that had been going
stchoicerealtycbh.com

on since miners and cowboys had money. Gaming was normal and accepted in the west, illegal or legal,
and that was as true in Cripple Creek and the other mining towns of Colorado as it was in Dodge City,

David Abilene, Deadwood or anywhere “west of the Pecos.”
Martinek . . . . . .
Whether or not gambling was considered strictly lawful or unlawful, it was tolerated in earlier days. In
Colorado 1951, the Woodland Park Times printed a nostalgic story that remembered April 4, 1902 was “gambler’s
Realtor day” in the district court (apparently in Cripple Creek, the county seat). According to the news article,
thirty-nine defendants were tried for illegal gambling that day, found guilty and given suspended sen-
4@» tences on promises to “be good.” Gambling was a part of life back then and it seemed to matter little that
— the businessmen at the turn of the century pleaded guilty to allowing games of chance in their places of
Opportuny business. Court costs were collected from the men, so probably what mattered more was that the court

saw a cash customer that could be periodically “regulated” through the legal system.

Cripple Creek wasn’t the only haven for gaming operations. There are still folks around who remember a
decade-long illegal gambling era in Woodland Park in the 1940s and 50s. Local mature residents reminisce about the Thunderbird Inn up on Ram-
part Range Road (not to be confused with a current bar by that name in Florissant), where the food was excellent and the “activity” in the building
along side “bustling.” One elderly lady described guard towers around the building, apparently to alert the owners and players of approaching law
enforcement. There were other places where gambling occurred, according to local testimony — the site where the old library stood was one.

A nationwide crackdown on gambling in the early 1950s brought an end to at
least three large gambling establishments in Woodland Park after nearly ten
years of quiet operation. Residents said that no one objected to the games ex-
cept the government and the Denver Post. They felt the games were legitimate
entertainment and the food was top-notch. Nevertheless, gambling was brought
to a screeching halt after that and more or less didn’t reappear until the State of
Colorado reconsidered the vice as a viable alternative for preserving dying
towns like Cripple Creek.

So, as you visit the historic villages and mining towns of Teller County today,
i.e., Florissant, Cripple Creek, Victor and Divide, or stole through the growing
city of Woodland Park, remember that in times before, these places were west-
ern mining and railroad towns where a variety of vices existed, whether openly
or not. And the legacy of those wild and wooly days still influences an underly-
ing independent atmosphere and spirit that, through the years, has mellowed
into a region and a community that is one of the most interesting places to live

and work in our nation. - DM ) Casinos along Bennett Avenue in Cripple Creek, Colorado
Source: USGenWeb Archives, Teller County, CO Source: Colorado Casinos, Cripple-creekcolorado.com

See all the past issue of Pikes Peak Country at www.davidmartinekch.com
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Sample Buyers’

Guide

Here are a few of the
homes for sale in the
area or offered exclu-
sively by 1st Choice
Realty

Prices and status are
current as of

October 23, 2007

Buyer’s market homes and land priced to sell from $115,000 to $298,000

Real Estate News

READ: “The Next
Housing Boom” - see
my website.

READ: “Home Free,

by Dan Kadlec - Time

Magazine, September
17, 2007 issue.

Current interest rate,
30-year fixed
6.03%

(see Mortgage101.com)

$298,000

1118 County Road 112, Florissant
Beautiful alpine setting on 26 acres just
off paved road. 3 BR/2 BA, 1258 S.F,
Brand new! Log-sided home w/ new
appliances, radiant heat, wrap-around
deck/front porch. Perfect vacation get-
a-way or home. Going fast! #582068

$232,000

192 Eldorado Way, Florissant
Brand New home on 1 acre .Open
kitchen, living & dining room. Hickory
cabinets, bronze fixtures, ample counter
space, hardwood floors, vaulted ceiling
& FP.3BR/2 BA, 2024 S.F. Decks
galore! Come and get it! #528158

$210,000

744 Westwood Trace, Woodland Park
What a buy! Great town home in a great
location. 4BR/4 BA, 1916 S.F. See-thru
FP, vaulted ceiling, spacious living area.
Fenced back yard. Main level laundry.
Close to schools and downtown. Perfect
vacation home. A must see! #488390

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!

ol&

Marcia and | wish
everyone a warm and
happy Thanksgiving,
shared with family
and friends. - Dave

Copyright Notice: the
story is adapted from US-

GenWeb Archives and
local testimony. All text
and pictures are copy-
righted and reserved by the
original sources. No infor-
mation may be used with-
out expressed, written
permission from David
Martinek, the Pikes Peak
Association of Realtors,
RSC or the historical
source entities, insofar as
each may have authority to
grant use.

$209,500
178 Cottonwood Lake Dr, Divide
Amazing mountain/lake views. 4 BR/ 2
BA, 1920 S.F. Huge deck, lots of
windows for passive solar. Beamed
ceilings in family room. Cozy, sun
room, wood stove. Enjoy!  #473970

$199,900
408 Henrietta, Woodland Park
3 BR/2BA, 1440 S.F., detached garage
and large front yard. Cherry cabinets in
kitchen; French doors in dining area
lead to back deck/yard. Family room
downstairs. Cute! #563094

$194,850
631 County Road 61, Cripple Creek
Stunning, gorgeous mountain views on
2.53 acres. 3 BR/2 BA, 1568 S.F. Built
2004. Vaulted wood beam ceilings,
stainless steel appliances. Two gas
stoves, fenced area. A delight! #476738

$179,900

59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant
An immaculate 3 BR/2 BA 1400 S.F.
manufactured home on 4.8 acres. 20 x

10 ft. deck; open floor plan. 600 S.F. 2-
car heated garage w/ workshop. 8 gal/

min well. Country living!

#464609

o

LAND $130,000
148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant
A fabulously secluded 44-acre ridge lot
in Bear Trap Ranch with 360 views of
Pikes Peak and the Sangres. A canyon
marks the western boundary. Straddles
Teller/Park County line. Several build-

ing spots. Beautiful! #439951

$174,900
749 Apache Trail, Woodland Park
Great Peak views from this attached
home. 3 BR/2 BA, 1500 S.F. Open
floor plan, large kitchen, good condi-
tion. Gas log FP and W/D. Tenant
occupied. Great investment! # 486630

$139,000
308 E. Aspen St., Woodland Park
First-time homebuyer! Spacious living
areas and bedrooms. 3 BR/2 BA, 1456
S.F. Large kitchen w/ pantry. Close to
downtown and schools. Convenient
city living in the mountains! #583846

$124,900

755 Apache Trail 1, Woodland Park
Well-maintained 2 BR/2 BA town
home, 1452 S.F. Bright, open floor
plan & attached storage room. Private
deck for great Pikes Peak viewing.
Convenient location to town and
schools. Vacation home?  #544542

$115,900

300 E. Longbow Drive, Divide
Great starter home or investment prop-
erty. Great panoramic view! 3 BR/2
BA, 1404 S.F. Located on 0.69 acres.
Open floor plan and a spacious lot.
Working well. Needs some repairs but a
great buy! #426594

- This publication is for information only and is not a solicitation. All property information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed -




