
          “Manitou” is an Algonquian word meaning mysterious spirits. Maybe that’s what Dr. William 

Bell meant to convey when he founded the town of Manitou Springs in the early 1870s. Two dozen natu-

ral springs surfaced in the town, bringing mysterious healing waters to many consumption and asthma 

sufferers who came for the “cure.” Easterners and investors arrived at a steady pace and quite a commu-

nity developed around a fashionable health resort. The town was designed like a European spa with lux-

ury hotels, parks and shops. Wealthy visitors often brought their families and household staff and stayed 

for months. Manitou Springs was called the “Saratoga of the West.” Today, it is still a popular tourist 

destination with quaint shops and several nearby attractions. 

          William Bell was born in Ireland in 1840 and became a physician in adult life. He traveled to St. 

Louis in 1867 to attend some homeopathic medical lectures. 

Afterwards, he stayed and applied for a job on a survey team 

of the Kansas Pacific Railroad to chart the Front Range area 

of Colorado. He was hired as a photographer. That was when 

he met General William Jackson Palmer, a Civil War veteran, 

leader of the survey expedition. He and Palmer became life-

long friends and business partners. 

          Impressed with the Ute Pass region, they both return to 

the area later. Dr. Bell laid out the town of Manitou Springs 

and then returned to England in 1872 to marry his sweetheart. 

In 1876 he built Briarhurst Manor on the banks of Fountain 

Creek, named Fountaine qui Bouille (the Fountain that Boils) 

by early French trappers.            

          He and General Palmer also founded the Denver and 

Rio Grande Railroad, a narrow gauge line that ran throughout 

the central Rockies. The two friends joined in many other business adventures, as well. General Palmer, 

of course, seeing Bell’s town grow to life along Fountain Creek at the entrance to Ute Pass, founded his 

own city in the valley to the east of Colorado City - Colorado Springs (but that is another story). 

          About the same time (early 1870s), Bell and General Palmer bought 26,000 acres north of pre-

sent-day Woodland Park from the government, which they called Manitou Park. It became a resort with a 

hotel (built in 1873), lake, a nine-hole golf course, swimming pool, bowling alley, tennis court and race 

track. Trout were furnished to the hotel and the Antlers Hotel in Colorado Springs from the hatchery. Horse races were held in October. Unfortu-

nately, the rustic log hotels burned several times. The Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph wrote that in the early 1880s “Manitou Park used to 

share about equally with Estes Park in the tourist business from the east." To supply lumber to Manitou Springs, Bell purchased a small locomotive 

from the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and built about ten miles of narrow gauge track from the forests around Manitou Park to a sawmill closer 

to Manitou Springs. Engine No. 5 and the “railroad with no name” operated for several years. Later, in 1887 the Colorado Midland Railway estab-

lished a depot south of Manitou Park which became known as Manitou Park Station. Tourists and pas-

sengers would disembark and take the stagecoach north to Dr. Bell’s and General Palmer’s resort. 

Manitou Park Station grew into a small settlement and in 1890 it was incorporated as Woodland Park. 

          By 1905 Bell had liquidated most of his holdings in America and returned again to England. Gen. 

Palmer bought the Manitou Park property and gave it to the Colorado College in 1906. The college 

maintained a forestry school there until 1931. The area is now part of the Pike National Forest. Camp-

grounds and picnic areas are available and Manitou Lake still draws tourists as a holiday destination. 

          In 1909 Dr. Bell came back to the Colorado Springs area when his good friend, General Palmer, 

died after an extended struggle with spinal paralysis (he broke his back) following a riding accident. It 

was Bell's last trip to the States. He died of a heart condition on June 6, 1921 in England at age 81.  

          Much has happened to Manitou Springs, Manitou Park and Woodland Park in the last 135 years. 

Manitou Springs now has a population of around 5,000; Woodland Park has 8,000. The only physical 

evidence left from Manitou Park is the lake. But visitors and residents alike can appreciation the region 

more knowing what Dr. Bell and General Palmer did. And, like a whisper softly present in the canyons 

and valleys of these Ute Pass environs, the mysterious spirits of "Manitou" watch over their legacy. 

                                 Sources:  Early editions of the Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph, Wikipedia and U.S. Gen Web Archives. 
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Briarhurst Manor, built in 1876 along the 

banks of Fountain Creek in Manitou 

Springs by Dr. William Bell.  

The Manitou Park hotel in 1893 with vaca-

tioning tennis players. The resort was north of 

present-day Woodland Park (then Manitou 

Park Station).   
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$17,900 

69 Hidden Valley Dr., Lake George 

Land. A beautifully accessible 1.2 acre 

lot in Saddle Mountain Estates south of 

Lake George. Rock formations, trees 

and meadowlands grace a gently slop-

ing terrain. An ideal site for a dream 

home. This lot has character!   #525805 

Right - a sampling of 

properties offered by 

Coldwell Banker 1st 

Choice Realty.  

$84,900 

152 Monument Lane, Florissant 

Log Cabin! Ready for a quick finish. 1 

BR, 624 S.F. Wonderful cabinetry and 

lighting. Plumbing complete, just needs 

the finishing touches to make this a cozy 

mountain charmer.                    #533663 
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$289,900 

85 Ajax Road, Florissant 

Brand New! 3492 S.F.; 3 BR/3 BA, 2 

GA. Main level living w/ huge country 

kitchen, hickory cabinets. Great room. 

Roughed in fireplace. Wrap-around 

deck. 11-foot ceilings.              #592384 

$379,900 

10204 Mountain Rd., Cascade 

Remarkable Retreat! .3BR/3BA, 2540 

S.F. on .48 acres.  Gourmet kitchen, 

granite counters, hickory cabinets and 

stainless appliances. In-ground pool is a 

bonus, running stream.             #591619 

$331,900 

2227 Blue Mesa Dr., Divide 

Custom Home! 3BR/3BA/2GA, 3048 

S.F. on 1.3 acres w/ awesome view of 

lake & mountains. Wood upgrades thru 

out. Light and bright. End of the cul-de-

sac.  Must see!                         #556968 

$128,900 

117 Rainbow Trail, Divide 

A-Frame! 1BR/1BA 732 S.F. on 1.9 

acres. Charming & well-maintained w/ 

privacy. Great room and sleeping loft 

BR with an enchanting spiral staircase. 

Furniture/hut tub negotiable.   #500932 

$15,000 

49 & 55 Bannock St, Woodland Park 

Land. Two small adjacent lots com-

bined to equal 0.33 acres of beautiful 

woodlands and mountain views. Pikes 

Peak is just over your shoulder. Located 

near the Catamounts, these heavily 

treed lots are waiting for you. #590071.         

$249,900 

561 Due South Road, Florissant 

New Home! 3 BR/3 BA/2 GA, 2142 

S.F. on .49 acres. Beautiful new home 

w/ loads of extras, natural wood trim, 

large wood deck. Mountain view & rock 

formations. Great home!           # 452665 

$659,900 

5205 Chipita Pines Drive, Ute Pass 

Ultimate Home! 5 BR/5 BA, 3 GA 

4119 SF., on 2.5 acres. Knotty alder 

floors, customized style, richly land-

scaped to make this home warm and 

inviting. Private.                      #586665

$124,900 

491 Rhyolite Lane, Florissant 

Upgraded! 3 BR/2 BA, 1140 S.F. on .5 

acres. HUD manufactured home w/ up-

graded kitchen/laundry. Engineered 

septic. The adjoining lot is also for sale 

if more land is needed.             #430616 
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$458,850 

1215 Karen Lane, Woodland Park 

Luxurious! 4BR/4BA/3GA with many 

upscale appliances; 4048 S.F., .35 acres. 

Beautiful hdw floors, hickory cabinets, 

granite counters. MBR has gas fireplace 

and double doors.                    #443027 

Existing home sales 

show gain in July! 

 

      Existing home sales 

in July were promising.  

Nationally, sales marked 

a 3.1 percent increase 

over June sales. Re-

cently, increased home 

sale prices have been 

reported in 50 percent of 

U.S. states. 

      Existing home sales 

in the West jumped 9.7 

percent, 0.9 percent 

higher than July 2007.   

      Nationally, total 

housing inventories are 

still high, representing 

an 11.2-month supply. 

What’s needed now is 

borrowing power - 

which is what the cur-

rent “bailout” strategy is 

meant to provide.  

      NAR President 

Richard F. Gaylord said 

the pattern may break 

soon.  “We hope the 

new tools in the hands 

of home buyers from the 

recently passed stimulus 

package will spark a 

sustained sales uptrend 

in the months ahead.”  

      The national median 

price for existing homes 

in July (all types) was 

$212,400, 7.1 percent 

lower than a year ago.  

The median price in the 

West was $273,200, 

down 22.2 percent.  

      Lawrence Yun, 

NAR chief economist, 

said prices in more re-

gions could soon in-

crease, and normal long-

term appreciation pat-

terns should eventually 

return.  
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