
       There is a reason Pikes Peak is the second most visited mountain in the world, second only 

to Mount Fuji in Japan.  One of those reasons is the ease of getting to the summit. One can 

drive the 19-mile route along the Pikes Peak Highway starting in Cascade or take the Pikes 

Peak Cog Railway which originates in Manitou Springs.   

     This story is about the history of the cog railway. 

     Imagine a journey up Pikes Peak on a mule, or in a bouncing wagon.  Not too comfortable. 

The trip by any means could take days.  But that’s the way people made it to the top before 

Zalmon Simmons, an inventor and founder of the Simmons Beautyrest Mattress Company, 

rode up the mountain on a mule in the late 1880s, a two-day, arduous experience.  He was go-

ing up there to check the insulators (one of his inventions) on the telegraph lines serving the 

Army Signal Station at the summit. He came down with the idea of building a railroad to the 

top of “America’s Mountain.”  

     Simmons supplied the capital to fund the project and construction began in 1889.  The 

Manitou and Pikes Peak Railway Company was organized and rails were installed in earnest 

using a “rack” or “cog” system.  Normal railroads rely on 

the friction of the wheels turning on iron tracks to transfer 

the power of a locomotive into motion to pull a train.  A cog 

railroad uses a gear (a “cog wheel) to engage a rack rail in 

the center of two outer rails (see illustration), adding lever-

age to the friction of the wheels and allowing trains to climb 

grades up to 48 percent (normal railroads are limited to 

grades of four to six percent on average). 

     By 1890, limited service was initiated up to the “half-way house hotel” using three newly 

delivered Baldwin steam locomotives (see picture).  Three more locomotives were added later.  

The engines of the steam engines were canted to remain level during ascent and descent.  On 

June 30, 1891, after delays caused by heavy spring snows and a rock slide, the first passenger 

cog train reached the 14,000-foot summit of Peak Peak. 

    Being coal fired, fueling the steam engines was back-breaking 

work. Plus, the cog train had to stop frequently on its trip up the 

mountain to replenish its water supply to the engine boiler. One 

such watering station was located at a desolate, rocky place 

above the tree line called Windy Point. 

     In the 1930s when steam locomotives were being replaced by 

gas or diesel powered engines, the company began efforts to 

build a self-contained, compact railcar that could carry fewer 

passengers to the summit in the off season.  Spencer Penrose, the 

Cripple Creek gold magnate that owned the Broadmoor Hotel at 

the time, purchased the cog railway in 1925 and sponsored fabri-

cation of the new car.  A gas-powered, 23-passenger railcar 

made its first run up to Pikes Peak on June 16, 1938.  Car No. 7 

is believed to be the first cog railcar to be built in the world, 

certainly in the United States. 

     As more modern times advanced, so did the cog railroad.  

Today, passengers ride in style and comfort in 56-seat Streamliner coaches pushed by diesel-electric cog locomotives. 

     The Pikes Peak Cog Railway operates year-round, weather permitting, shuffling passengers from its historic depot located at 6571 

feet at the base of the mountain in Manitou Springs to the Summit House at 14,115 feet in elevation.  Along the way, following Rux-

ton Creek for the first few miles, tourist can see old mining settlements, lakes and a variety of botanical flora, including bristlecone     
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One of the six Baldwin steam locomotives originally used on the 

M&PPRY.                                                                    Denver Public Library  
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“The Pikes Peak Cog Railway” - continued from page 1 

 

pine, some of the oldest living things in the world.  During the 

entire journey, the train passes through several climate zones. 

Wildlife is also abundant, even above the tree line, including 

mule deer, bighorn sheep, foxes, marmots and other animals. 

     For more information on the Pikes Peak Cog Railway, includ-

ing schedules, rates and trip description, go to 

www.cograilway.com. 

 

Sources:  Pikes Peak Cog Railway website; Wikipedia, Denver Public Library. 
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“The last 3 miles are all above timberline. To the east 

stretch the Great Plains out beyond the border of Colo-

rado and Kansas. To the south, the Sangre de Christo 

(Blood of Christ) Range stretches south to New Mexico. 

On the western horizon, just slightly to the southwest, 

lies the Collegiate Range.”            (from www.cograilway.com)  

The first cog train to reach the summit of Pikes Peak  - June 30, 

1891.                                                                            Denver Public Library 

The engines were canted to remain level during ascent and descent. 

Being coal fired, fueling the steam engines was back -breaking work. 

Plus, the cog train had to stop frequently on its trip up the mountain 

to replenish its water supply to the engine boiler.  

                 (photo property of M&PPRY 

The route of the Pikes Peak Cog 

Railway begins at the Manitou 

Springs historic depot and ends  

at the Pikes Peak Summit House at 

14, 100 feet.  According to their 

website, the M&PPRY is the high-

est cog railroad in the world.  The 

cog route passes through several 

climate zones on the way to the top.  

Trains pass each other at Minne-

haha Falls.  

            (drawing property of M&PPRY 

Closeup view of one of the original Baldwin locomotives.          DPL 

One of the compact, self-contained railcars fabricated in the 1930s 

(funded by Spencer Penrose) to carry only 23 passengers during 

the off season.                                               (photo property of M&PPRY 
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188 Sweetwater Lk TE, Divide 

Private Ranch! Spectacular Peak 

views. 3BR/2BA/2GAR and 1925 

S.F. on 2.64 acres. Energy-star log 

kit. Open floor plan, T&G vaulted 

ceilings, hardwood floors. Wrap-

around deck.  On cul-de-sac. This is 

Colorado!                         #6647869  

380 Paradise Cir, Woodland Pk 

Condo!  Perfect for weekends in 

the mountains. Condo C-3 has 

1BR/1BA and an upgraded kitchen 

and bath. 600 S.F. New LR win-

dow. Care-free living.  Easy com-

mute to Woodland Park and Colo-

rado Springs.                   #663316 

2856 Blue Mesa Dr., Divide 

Fronts Water! This heavily treed 

lot in Highland Lakes (1.67 acres) 

slopes down to Beaver Lake No. 2. 

Strategic tree cuts will make room 

for a driveway and a building site. 

See this beautiful lot.        #457747 

Dave’s Buyers’ Guide  

Prices and status effective 

as of July 31, 2011 

Cabins, second-homes and land 

specials from Coldwell Banker 

1st Choice Realty 

$16,000 

18544 S. Hwy 67, Divide 

Estate! 238 acres of paradise bor-

ders Nat’l Forest. 3114 S.F. main 

house has 4BR/4BA/2GAR. Also a 

rustic guest cabin and metal barn. 

Horse property. Pond. Aspen 

groves. Mature pine.          #761949  

437 Trout Crk Rd., Divide 

Mountain Living! 5.38 acres of  

heaven. 3BR/2BA/0GAR and 3868 

S.F.  Cedar-sided, peaceful setting. 

Gourmet kitchen; distressed walnut 

floors, alder cabinets. Wood buring 

FB.  There so much here!   #601082 

$309,900 

1001 S. Mtn Est. Rd, Florissant 

Meadow!  Two acres of meadow 

and trees and some nice building 

sites in beautiful Colorado Moun-

tain Estates, south of Florissant. 

Easy access to nearby Fossil Beds 

and Cripple Creek.         #530773 

238 Shadow Lake Dr., Divide 

Owner-built! 3BR/3BA/1GAR, 2476 

S.F. on 2.55 acres. Wonderful raised 

ranch with lots of wood and a spacious 

great room and kitchen. The large 

country kitchen has rustic pecan cabi-

nets throughout. Downstairs is 14 x 45 

foot family room.  Outside a welcom-

ing flagstone patio sports a custom iron 

grill. A regulation horseshoe pit and 

detached “recreational house” are 

perfect for entertaining. See spectacu-

lar views of Pikes Peak from the 320 

sq. ft. deck. It’s time to buy!   #641935 

$134,900 

$16,000 

$96,500 

$2,200,000 

761 Sunnywood Pl, Woodland Pk 

Pride!  4BR/4BA/3Gar, 5318 S.F. 

on 1.1 acres. 2 offices; family room; 

game/bonus room. Lots of built-ins. 

Partially finished bsmt. 400+ S.F. 

above garage. Immaculate inside. 

Heated garage.                    #764605 

$449,850 

$254,900 

414 Crystal Peak Rd, Florissant 

Comfortable!  2BR/2BA/2GAR, 

1260 S.F. on 1.48 acres. One level 

living; Brazilian hardwood floors. 

MBR has huge walk-in closet, FB 

and walk-out to deck. Spacious 

kitchen; walk-in pantry, breakfast 

bar.  Great views!              #739067 

$190,000 

$360,000 

127 Carlton Cir, Florissant 

Building Plans!  This 2.04 acre lot 

is ready to go. Perc test done, fire 

mitigation trees cut, building plans 

available. A well permit is waiting.  

This is a beautiful parcel overlook-

ing the CME valley.  A dream lot 

for a dream home.             #465075 

$33,900 

2847 N. Mountain Est. Florissant 

Two Lots!  Two adjacent lots on a 

corner that total 1.18 acres. Several 

building sites are among the many 

Ponderosa and Fir trees. A selec-

tive build produces a great view of 

Pikes Peak.                      #675664  

$19,900 

495 Broken Wheel, Woodland Park 

Eleven Acres!  Set on a ridge overlook-

ing acres of Ponderosa pine and 

meadow, this horse property has one of 

the most commanding views of Pikes 

Peak.  The 4300 S.F. home sits back 

from a concrete and brick inlaid drive-

way. 4BR/3BA/2GAR.  Live on 4 lev-

els and enjoy a large MBR, large 

kitchen and family room and two wood 

fireplaces.  Outside is a extra “craft” 

shop and another garage/loafing shed, 

all in excellent condition. There’s more 

amenities here than can be listed.  Just 

minutes from Woodland Park.  

$499,900 

$149,900 

127 West Street, Cripple Creek 

Step back in Time.  1909 reno-

vated log home in Knob Hill area. 

2BR/1BA/1GAR, 1268 S.F. on 0.22 

acres. Natural wood beams, T&G 

ceiling, loft bedrooms, modern 

country kitchen. Family room added 

recently.  Beautiful!           #723177 

 

Mid pleasures and pal-

aces though we may 

roam, Be it ever so 

humble, there's no 

place like home. 

John Howard Payne  

Under Contract 

Under Contract 

Reduced! 


