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“La Fiesta - Mexican Bull Fight”

Like most of the mining areas of Colorado, the landscape in Teller County along Ute Pass and on the
slopes of Pikes Peak is dotted with relics and stories of towns and communities that no longer exist, or
exist only as remnants of their former glory. Old buildings and other landmarks mark the locations of
some of the towns, but others have disappeared back into nature with only a few artifacts remaining or
old maps to show their place. Another few, like Cripple Creek and Victor, are still inhabited but their
boom days are long over (unless casino gambling is counted as a “boom™), and now only history and an
annual summer festival commemorate their greatness. The city of Gillett is one of those communities
that is still known, but only as a landmark along a road leading to another place.

The remains of Gilllett (‘Gillette’ on current maps) rest in a flat area along Highway 67 leading to Crip-
ple Creek, at the intersection with County Road 81. A few buildings still stand as the road curves west
beside a couple of small ponds. Before the curve a crumble of bricks mark the foundation of the old
Catholic Church. Gillett declined in the early 1900s (some say it burned) and was deserted. Most of its
remaining structures washed away in 1965 when the reservoir above the city collapsed during unusually
heavy rains. Gillett’s history as a family town with nice homes, churches and businesses supported by
the many mines in the area is overshadowed by one event that dominates its short past — a bullfight.

{ Old pictures (see left) document that

! perhaps the only bullfight ever to occur

] | in North America occurred in Gillett in
1895, the same year the city was incor-

Wolfe, and his partner, Charlie Mead-

ows, organized and promoted the “La

M Fiesta Mexican Bull Fight” in Gillett on
4 August 24-26 of that year.

& A wooden stadium was erected at the
| racetrack with a bullring, concession
| stands (ran by Soapy Smith) and enough
. | wooden bleachers to seat 5,000 specta-
' | tors. Real bulls and bullfighters were
hired and brought up from Mexico. Ac-
cording to legend, nearly 50,000 persons
% attended including celebrities from both
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(Top) Picadors on horseback with banderillas stand by as two
matadors fight the charging bull. The seven-foot rider at
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right is Charlie Meadows, Joe Wolfe’s partner. The crowd in
the bleachers looks on. (Bottom) Joe Wolfe in the center with
the sombrero billed himself as the ‘La Fiesta Master of Cere-
monies.” He was highly criticized for promoting animal cru-
elty afterwards. (Photos courtesy of Denver Public Library)

countries. However, from the pictures
and the seating of the arena, it appears
unlikely that such a large crowd ever
developed. It was quite a circus, though,

See all the past issues of Pikes Peak Country at www.davidmartinkcb.com

and it turned into a fiasco. The reac-
tions to the spectacle from the crowd,
the local authorities and public opinion
afterwards are what mark Gillett’s
place in local memory.

Possibly, no one understood what a
bullfight was like in Mexico. Quite
simply, a bull was driven into the bull-
ring and taunted to charge a matador
who waved his red cape as enticement.
The animal was then wounded several
times (to weaken it) with banderillas
(lances with streamers) by the matador
or picadors on horseback, and finally
dispatched by a thrust of a curved
sword between the shoulder blades.

After two bulls were Killed, the Teller
County deputy sheriff stopped the show
on August 25th (the third day was can-
celled). The bullfight created quite a

continued on page two
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scandal, and Joe Wolfe
was demonized for pro-
moting animal cruelty. It
was also reported that
the crowd got out of
hand and caused a riot.

Eye witnesses said the
bulls appeared tired
from their long journey,
or perhaps were affected
by the altitude. They
didn’t respond with the
expected ferocity, result-
ing in a spectacle that
was pretty much just a
slaughter. On a positive
note, the meat from the
killed bulls was given to
poorer residents in town.

Some of the land around
Gillette flats is currently
for sale to anyone want-
ing to own a piece of

history. -DM

Sources: Pictures and text from
the History of the American
West, 1860-1920: Photographs
from the Collection of the
Denver Public Library.
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NOTE: ALL ELEVEN FEATURED PROPERTIES SHOWN ARE PRICED UNDER $200,000!

$199,900
3579 Pathfinder Road, Florissant
Tall pines, gated entrance w/ detached
garage & RV parking. 3 BR/2 BA &
1210 S.F. on 13 acres. Large LR w/
vaulted ceiling. Oak kitchen cabinets;
deck off dining room. #433567

$195,000
15 Harness Trail, Florissant
Trees and views in a private setting
mark this 3 BR/2 BA, 2472 S.F. house.
MBR has sunroom, wired for hot tub, &
private deck. Room for extra BR. Pri-
vate lakes. #516169

$189,900
59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant
An immaculate 3 BR/2 BA 1400 S.F.
manf. home on 4.8 acres. 20 x 10 ft.
deck; open floor plan. 600 S.F. 2-car
heated garage with workshop. A fantas-
tic 8 gal/min well. #464609

$188,000
523 Pinon Lane, Florissan
Mountain home on 0.74 acres; 3 BR/2
BA, 1934 S.F., w/ fireplace in LR. 2-car
detached garage. Huge workshop w/
lots of storage. View of rock formations
from deck. #562966

$184,900
229 Deer Lane, Guffey
Incredible horse property. 2 BR/1BA w/
1080 S.F. ranch. Wood stove and base-
board heat. Fully fenced on 20 acres w/
huge detached garage, barn, storage
shed, loafing shed. #425665

$179,950
1021 W. South Ave, Woodland Park
Well-maintained 2 BR/1 BA cottage w/
1008 S.F. Plenty of character, warm
and inviting; lots of light w/ covered
front patio; quiet cul-de-sac. Storage
shed & room to add a carport. #543937

$179,900
1001 Browning Ave, Woodland Park
Ready to move in, completely remod-
eled 3 BR/1 BA, 1120 S.F. ranch on
large lot. New carpet, floors, paint &
oak cabinets in kitchen. Wood burning
stove in living room. # 451645

$149,900
1806 Anges Drive, Cripple Creek
2 BR/1 BA, 960 S.F. w/ 2-car garage.
Tucked away w/ incredible views of
rock formations. Hot water heat. Enjoy
amenities of the club house and close
proximity of Cripple Creek.  #425648

LAND $130,000
148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant
A fabulous, secluded 44-acre ridge lot
with 360 views of Pikes Peak and the
Sangres. A canyon marks the western
boundary. Straddles Teller/Park County
line. Several building spots.  #439951

GILLETTE, AS IT APPEARS TODAY

Copyright Notice: the story text may be used with appropriate refer-
ence. All other text and pictures is copyrighted by third parties or may

only be used with expressed, written permission from David Martinek,
the Pikes Peak Association of Realtors, RSC or historical sources.

$122,500
229 Lake Ave, Woodland Park
Centrally located, very clean 2 BR/1 BA
w/ new carpet. View of Pikes Peak from
deck. Quiet area; walk to schools and
shopping. Perfect for year-round living
or a vacation home. #433067

LAND $85,900
0 Fairview Drive, Cripple Creek
Two mining claims south of Dome of
the Rock/Mueller State Park. 19.26
treed acres w/ spectacular views of
Pikes Peak and the Sangre de Cristo

mtns. Needs legal access. ~ #485502

- This publication is for information only and is not a solicitation. All property information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed -




