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One of my favorite adventures occurred recently. It’s a developing hobby of mine to visit
places
and landmarks in the area where historical photos have been taken and to try and reproThe Marshall-Martinek Team
duce a modern-day image - sort of like what John Fielder did with some of William Henry
Jackson’s photos. When the gentleman who did all the research on the Skelton Ranch (local
David
historian Eric Swab - see my March issue of Pikes Peak Country) agreed to guide a friend and
Martinek
me to the spot where the resort ranch used to be, I was more than eager to go.
As I related in the original story, based on Eric’s research, the Skelton Ranch was one of
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CCC boys tore down the
ranch buildings – the main
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house, dining hall, barn and
chicken house - in order to return the area to nature. The Skelton
Ranch is now part of the Pike National Forest
Our trip involved a four-wheel jeep trek into the national forest
from Trout Creek Road (County Road 25), located about two
miles outside of town. Bumping and bouncing up and down a
good mile of difficult forest paths brought us to the area where the
dining hall used to stand. All that is left now of that structure are
the two cement chimneys on either side that once heated the
building. The foundations of the main house, barn and chicken
house were farther down in a valley to the east among the trees.
Once a cleared area, new tree growth has obscured much of the
original locations.
From that point, we hiked another half mile down through the
forest to the treasure of the whole experience – Balanced Rock.
This huge rock formation sits among several large granite stones
protruding out of the ground. The rocks piled on each other had
Photo by: Dave Martinek
not changed a bit. On the way back, we also passed by (at a distance) the rock formation known as Solomon’s Temple.
The top photo by L.C. McClure (1867-1957) shows riders in front of the
The photos I took are compared with their historical counter- Dining Hall at the Skelton Ranch (taken sometime between 1905 and 1916).
parts of more than 100 years ago. With apologies to John Fielder, The bottom photo, taken from nearly the same (closer) perspective, shows
I hope you enjoy them.
DM only the two concrete chimneys, along with some of the same trees.
See past issues of Pikes Peak Country at http://www.davidmartinekcb.com
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“Skelton Ranch - revisited” - continued from page 1

The top photo by L.C. McClure shows a closer southern view of Solomon’s
gate and temple, a mile or more away from the Dining Hall area. My
photo is a westerly telephoto view of the rock face. The notch at the right
of the top photo (with riders behind) is hard to see but is at the top center
of the rock in the bottom picture.

The L.C. McClure (top) photo shows tourists gathered around Balanced
Rock and riders on horseback. My recent (middle) photo nearly duplicates
the view. Historian Eric Schwab stands in front of the precarious rocks in my
bottom photo to show some perspective. Not much has changed except more
tree growth. Bat guano was evident in the recesses of the formation.

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America, and to the republic for which it stands.
one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.

- This publication is for information only and is not a solicitation. All property information is deemed reliable but not guaran teed -

Pikes Peak Country - Page 3

July 2011

To view more properties, go to my website: www.davidmartinekcb.com
To inquire, email or call 719.687.1516

(Marshall-Martinek Team listings are BOXED)

Dave’s Buyers’ Guide
$549,850
$289,000

$168,900

Cabins, second-homes and land
specials from Coldwell Banker
1st Choice Realty

Prices and status effective
as of June 30, 2011
$371,900
228 Douglas Fir Dr, Woodland Pk
Stunning Log Home! Fall in love
with Colorado - 4BR/4BA/3GA,
4592 S.F. 2 main level MBRs,
great floor plan, gourmet kitchen,
walkout decks, vaulted wood-beam
ceilings. 5 acres!
#493230
238 Shadow Lake Dr., Divide
Owner-built! 3BR/3BA/1GAR, 2476
S.F. on 2.55 acres. Wonderful raised
ranch with lots of wood and a spacious
great room and kitchen. The large
country kitchen has rustic pecan cabinets throughout. Downstairs is 14 x 45
foot family room. Outside a welcoming flagstone patio sports a custom iron
grill. A regulation horseshoe pit and
detached “recreational house” are
perfect for entertaining. See spectacular views of Pikes Peak from the 320
sq. ft. deck. It’s time to buy! #641935

$499,900

2087 S. Mtn Est. Rd., Florissant
Logs-Logs! 3BR/3BA/2Gar, 2080
S.F. on 2.0 acres. A river-rock fire–
place sets off the great room; granite
counters in the kitchen; mail level
living; loft BR, tongue ’n grove
ceilings. Wildlife!
#688737

43 Mount Elbert Rd, Florissant
Raised Rancher. 3BR/2BA/0GAR
and 1512 S.F. on 0.55 acres. Has
beautiful log/wood accents. Kitchen
& dining room has breakfast bar.
Enjoy the spacious deck. All furniture stays. A get-away! #428253

$144,900
$101,000
$114,900

308 Valley Rd., Lake George
Mountain Living! 1.3 acres, a short
distance from Eleven Mile Reservoir. 3BR/1BA/2GAR and 1680
S.F. New vinyl sidings, covered
deck, vaulted ceilings, low maintenance. Backs to the national forest.
Private; great views!
#663105

161 Kenosha Cir, Divide
Comfortable! 2BR/2BA/0GAR,
988 S.F. on 1.22 acres. Cedar sided
on nicely treed lot; peaceful setting.
Six-panel wood doors, newer carpet
and hardwood floors. Large country
kitchen. Main level laundry. Wood
deck.
#661054

203 Andes, Cripple Creek
Camping feel! 2.16 acres w/
mountain views, trees and wildlife.
2BR/1BA/0GAR, 768 S.F. Covered
porch; great kitchen w/ plenty of
storage. Wood fireplace. Walk
down to a great mountain experience!
#568548

$33,900
$24,900
$96,500

Under Contract
495 Broken Wheel, Woodland Park
Eleven Acres! Set on a ridge overlooking acres of Ponderosa pine and
meadow, this horse property has one of
the most commanding views of Pikes
Peak. The 4300 S.F. home sits back
from a concrete and brick inlaid driveway. 4BR/3BA/2GAR. Live on 4 levels and enjoy a large MBR, large
kitchen and family room and two wood
fireplaces. Outside is a extra “craft”
shop and another garage/loafing shed,
all in excellent condition. There’s more
amenities here than can be listed. Just
minutes from Woodland Park.

“I’m proud to be an American
where at least I know I’m free,
and I won’t forget the men
who died who gave that right
to me, and I gladly stand up
next to you and defend her still
today, cause there ain’t no
doubt I love this land - God
Bless the USA!”
Lee Greenwood

$134,900

127 Carlton Cir, Florissant
Building Plans! This 2.04 acre lot
is ready to go. Perc test done, fire
mitigation trees cut, building plans
available. A well permit is waiting.
This is a beautiful parcel overlooking the CME valley. A dream lot
for a dream home.
#465075

2847 N. Mountain Est. Florissant
Two Lots! Two adjacent lots on a
corner that total 1.18 acres. Several
building sites are among the many
Ponderosa and Fir trees. A selective build produces a great view of
Pikes Peak.
#675664

380 Paradise Cir, Woodland Pk
Condo! Perfect for weekends in
the mountains. Condo C-3 has
1BR/1BA and an upgraded kitchen
and bath. 600 S.F. New LR window. Care-free living. Easy commute to Woodland Park and Colorado Springs.
#663316

$16,000
$16,000
Copyright Notice:
All text, photos and opinions in
this newsletter are copyrighted by
David Martinek or the original
sources. No information may be
reproduced, copied or used in any
way without expressed, written
permission. For permission, see
below:
1001 S. Mtn Est. Rd, Florissant
Meadow! Two acres of meadow
and trees and some nice building
sites in beautiful Colorado Mountain Estates, south of Florissant.
Easy access to nearby Fossil Beds
and Cripple Creek.
#530773

2856 Blue Mesa Dr., Divide
Fronts Water! This heavily treed
lot in Highland Lakes (1.67 acres)
slopes down to Beaver Lake No. 2.
Strategic tree cuts will make room
for a driveway and a building site.
See this beautiful lot.
#457747

David Martinek, P.O. Box 1088,
Divide, CO 80814
davidmartinek@
1stchoicerealtycb.com
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