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The Ute Indians lived and hunted in the mountainous areas of Colorado, Utah 

and northern New Mexico from 500 A.D. to the late 1880s. Their language was 

Shoshonean which is believed to have originated from groups who split from 

the Aztecs and migrated north during the time of Christ. Coming from the 

north and west, some say they were the reason the Anasazis moved into sand-

stone caves in the area. It’s also possible that the Utes displaced or replaced the 

“ancient ones” who, during their evolution, had progressed from migratory 

basket weavers to their Pueblo and Mesa Verde cliff dwelling stages of devel-

opment. Such ruins are evident throughout Ute territory. 

 

The Ute were a nomadic people roaming through hunting grounds along the 

Front Range of the Rockies, into northern Colorado and Wyoming and south-

ern Colorado and New Mexico. They were constantly challenged by the plains 

Indians. To the east and northeast were the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Sioux, 

Apache, Comanche and Pawnee. To the south were the Navajo and Apache, 

with only the Jicarilla Apaches being generally friendly. To the west and north-

west were the Shoshone, Snake, Bannock, Paiute, and Goshute. 

As the white man moved westward, 

first through exploration and later by 

migration, trouble with the Utes was 

inevitable. Even though they were gen-

erally peaceful towards the white man, 

peace was interrupted in the mid to late 

1800s due to demands for the Utes to 

cede more land, the discovery of gold 

in South Park and broken promises. 

Early attacks on Fort Pueblo followed 

by the Meeker Massacre in 1879 re-

sulted in cries for the Utes to be re-

moved from Colorado. Eventually, all  

continued on page two 

Originally, there were seven Ute tribes 

living and hunting in three states; the 

Tabegauche, the People of the Sun 

Mountain, occupied the Pikes Peak 

region. In the early 1600s Spanish ex-

plorers introduced them to horses 

which greatly improved their mobility. 

Horses allowed them to hunt buffalo 

along the eastern slopes of the Rockies, 

which soon became one of their main 

sources of food, as well as other prod-

ucts. As a result of their mobility, their 

contact and conflict with other Indians 

was more frequent. Kit Carson wit-

nessed a battle between the Utes and 

the Comanches in a meadow near pre-

sent-day Florissant. He called them 

“fierce warriors.” 

In 1912, a historic ceremony was held to remember and mark the old Ute Pass Indian trail that had long 

since been abandoned. Several sources have pictures of this day (see above) when Buckskin Charlie, 

then Chief of the Southern Ute Indians, led the procession of Indians up the old trail and marked it with 

granite slabs, some of which remain to this day.              (Photo: courtesy of the Ute Pass Historical Society) 
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LAND $85,900 

0 Fairview Drive, Cripple Creek 

Two mining claims south of Dome of 

the Rock/Mueller State Park. 19.26 

acres of pine and aspen with spectacular 

views of Pikes Peak and the Sangre de 

Cristo mountains.                      #485502 

These properties are a 

sample of those of-

fered exclusively by 

Coldwell Banker 1st 

Choice Realty  

$115,000 

145 County Road 85, Guffey 

Beautiful 20 acres w/ mix of meadows, 

trees and mountain views. Small cabin 

w/ 1 BR/1 BA, 472 S.F. Perimeter is 

fenced and well is in place. Great for 

horses, dogs and family            #539229 

$211,900 

1011 South St., Woodland Park 

Corner lot w/ fenced backyard, 3 BR/2 

BA & 1600 S.F, family friendly. Gran-

ite countertops in kitchen w/ moveable 

island; new carpet. Oversized 2-car 

garage. Doggie not included.  #433008 

$189,900 

59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant 

An immaculate 3 BR/2 BA 1400 S.F. 

manf. home on 4.8 acres. 20 x 10 ft. 

deck; open floor plan. 600 S.F. 2-car 

heated garage with workshop. A fantas-

tic 8 gal/min well.                  #464609 

Sample Buyers’  

Guide 

continued from page one  

the tribes were consoli-

dated into Northern and 

Southern groups and 

moved to reservations – 

the Northern Utes, in-

cluding the rebellious 

Mountain Utes, to the 

Uintah/Ouray reserva-

tions in Utah and the 

Southern Utes to Igna-

cio, Colorado.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not until 1953 was there 

final U.S. settlement 

with the Ute tribes re-

garding the disposition 

of thousands of acres of 

reservation land.  

 

Today, the Ute presence 

is everywhere. Most of 

the roads in Teller 

County were old Ute 

trails. If you look care-

fully, you may still see 

the Ute Prayer Trees and 

Medicine Trees along 

the roadside. Our lore is 

filled with the exploits 

of Chief Ouray, his wife 

Chipita, Ignacio and 

Buckskin Charlie. Com-

pared to the Utes, who 

roamed the Rockies for 

over 1300 years, we are 

recent visitors. They 

have left us a rich his-

tory and a legacy that 

forever marks the land. 

$394,850 

838 Misty Pines Cir., Woodland Park 

Exquisite home on spacious lot; 3 BR, 2 

BA, 3408 S.F.  Open floor plan, great 

room, vaulted ceilings, fireplace. Awe-

some landscaping w/ trek walkway. 

50% finished basement.            #499742 

Copyright Notice: the story text herein 

may be used with appropriate refer-

ence. All other text, pictures and infor-

mation is either copyrighted by third 

parties or may otherwise only be used 

with the expressed, written permission 

from David Martinek, the Pikes Peak 

Association of Realtors, RSC or his-

torical sources.  

$164,850 

1160 Sundance, Woodland Park 

Cute 3 BR/1 BA rancher with upgrades, 

like kitchen island/breakfast bar, newer 

appliances. 1008 S.F.  Huge fenced yard 

for kids and pets.  Storage shed & wrap-

around deck.                  #481794 

$325,000 

468 N. Highland St., Woodland Park 

Gorgeous, secluded home on cul-de-sac; 

3 BR, 2BA, 2991 S.F. Updated w/ solid 

wood cabinets, new floor in kitchen. 

Sun room off master. 2-car detached 

garage. Garden level basement. #423508 

LAND $130,000 

148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant 

A fabulous, secluded 44-acre ridge lot 

with 360 views of Pikes Peak and the 

Sangres. A canyon marks the western 

boundary. Straddles Teller/Park County 

line. Several building spots.     #439951 

$269,900 

37 Rimrock Cir., Florissant 

Excellent horse property w/ barn, stalls, 

fencing & tack. 4 BR/3 BA, 2615 S.F. 

Customer-owned-built home. Stunning 

Pikes Peak views, plus pasture and 

trees. Serenity and privacy.    #449072 

$499,900 

11105 County Road 102, Guffey 

A 100-acre family ranch. 2 BR/1BA & 

1588 S.F. home, built in 1927.  Over-

looks 4 Mile Creek valley. Direct view 

of Pikes Peak. Domestic well & water 

rights. Home; multiple bldgs.  #431694 

LAND $15,000 

228 View Lane, Guffey 

Beautiful and remote with views of 

Pikes Peak and rock outcroppings. See 

the spring-fed seasonal pond. Great for 

horses; no rules, easy access, modular 

homes allowed. 3.13 acres.     #452425              

Sources: Picture: Ute Pass 

Historical Society; History of 

Teller County; Introduction to 

Ute Tribal History.  
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