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The Ute Indians lived and hunted in the mountainous areas of Colorado, Utah 

and northern New Mexico from 500 A.D. to the late 1880s. Their language was 

Shoshonean which is believed to have originated from groups who split from 

the Aztecs and migrated north during the time of Christ. Coming from the 

north and west, some say they were the reason the Anasazis moved into sand-

stone caves in the area. It’s also possible that the Utes displaced or replaced the 

“ancient ones” who, during their evolution, had progressed from migratory 

basket weavers to their Pueblo and Mesa Verde cliff dwelling stages of devel-

opment. Such ruins are evident throughout Ute territory. 

 

The Ute were a nomadic people roaming through hunting grounds along the 

Front Range of the Rockies, into northern Colorado and Wyoming and south-

ern Colorado and New Mexico. They were constantly challenged by the plains 

Indians. To the east and northeast were the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Sioux, 

Apache, Comanche and Pawnee. To the south were the Navajo and Apache, 

with only the Jicarilla Apaches being generally friendly. To the west and north-

west were the Shoshone, Snake, Bannock, Paiute, and Goshute. 

As the white man moved westward, 

first through exploration and later by 

migration, trouble with the Utes was 

inevitable. Even though they were gen-

erally peaceful towards the white man, 

peace was interrupted in the mid to late 

1800s due to demands for the Utes to 

cede more land, the discovery of gold 

in South Park and broken promises. 

Early attacks on Fort Pueblo followed 

by the Meeker Massacre in 1879 re-

sulted in cries for the Utes to be re-

moved from Colorado. Eventually, all  
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Originally, there were seven Ute tribes 

living and hunting in three states; the 

Tabegauche, the People of the Sun 

Mountain, occupied the Pikes Peak 

region. In the early 1600s Spanish ex-

plorers introduced them to horses 

which greatly improved their mobility. 

Horses allowed them to hunt buffalo 

along the eastern slopes of the Rockies, 

which soon became one of their main 

sources of food, as well as other prod-

ucts. As a result of their mobility, their 

contact and conflict with other Indians 

was more frequent. Kit Carson wit-

nessed a battle between the Utes and 

the Comanches in a meadow near pre-

sent-day Florissant. He called them 

“fierce warriors.” 

In 1912, a historic ceremony was held to remember and mark the old Ute Pass Indian trail that had long 

since been abandoned. Several sources have pictures of this day (see above) when Buckskin Charlie, 

then Chief of the Southern Ute Indians, led the procession of Indians up the old trail and marked it with 

granite slabs, some of which remain to this day.              (Photo: courtesy of the Ute Pass Historical Society) 


