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Entrepreneurs in early Ute Pass history

In 1896, the little town of Woodland Park had a population of 300. Remarka-
bly, by that date the area was served by a working railroad, two hotels and a
nearby resort.

My contact information:

Direct Phone: 719.687.1516

As early as 1873, Dr. William J. Bell and General Palmer purchased 26,000 Toll Free: 800.905.3811, Ext. 1516
acres from the government about eight miles north of present-day Woodland Fax: 719.687.0488
Park. They built the first resort and grounds in the area, called Manitou Park, Cell: 913.707.7547
including a hotel, a lake (Manitou Lake still exists), a nine hole golf course, )
swimming pool, bowling alley and race track (horses were raced in October). Website:
David Martinek It rivaled Estes Park as a destination. A fish hatchery supplied trout (call www.davidmartinekcb.com
Colorado Realtor “gitchie” then) to the hotel and to the Antler’s Hotel in Colorado Springs. The Email-
hotel burned in 1886, was rebuilt and burned again in 1897. In 1905, when Dr. davidmartinek @
Bell went back to England and began to sell off his U.S. investments, Gen. 1stchoicerealtycb.com
Palmer bought the property and gave it to the Colorado College who main-

Faua Housing tained a forestry school there until the 1930s. The area now includes pichic
and campground areas as part of Pike National Forest.

During that decade, Woodland Park was initially known as Manitou Park Station, a stagecoach stop. extended to New Castle. Passengers
The first hotel was built by Elfonso Dickinson and Harry Marble in 1889. The Crest Hotel had 15- would disembark at several stops along
rooms. It lasted until 1910 when it was torn down to build houses in town. On top of a hill located be- the way — to pick wildflowers in Di-
hind the hotel was an area called the Woodland Pavilion. It was a popular picnic spot in the 1890s and vide, to take the stagecoach from

had an exceptional view of Pikes Peak. The second hotel was the Woodland Hotel, built by John Anis- Woodland Park to Manitou Park resort
field of Cleveland; it opened in 1892. Standing on a hill at the west end of town, it had 42 rooms, alarge  or other destinations. For a short time
dining area, two kitchens, lobby and two parlors. Crowds from Colorado Springs would come up Ute the line was consolidated with other
Pass on summer weekends to watch the championship Woodland Park baseball team play on the dia- railroads, but it always had financial
mond near the hotel. Around 1904, the hotel was abandoned for about a decade, a refuge for vagrants problems. It went bankrupt in 1897. A
and railroad tramps. It was restored and reopened in 1914 and operated as a tuberculosis sanitarium. new company emerged, the Colorado
History is vague as to whether the hotel was burned in 1939 or torn down, maybe both. Midland Railway, controlled in succes-

sion by the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
The primary boost to the area and the era began in 1883 with the incorporation of the Colorado Midland  Fe Railway and later the Colorado &
Railroad. Built by John J. Hagerman, the “CM” was the first standard gauge railroad over the Continen- ~ Southern Railway and the Denver and
tal Divide. It ran from Colorado Springs, through Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant, Hartsel and Buena  Rio Grande Railway.
Vista to Leadville, and through the divide at Bush Tunnel to Aspen and Grand Junction. Later it was

Bankrupt again 1917, the railway was
sold to A.E. Carlton who, “with a cigar
in his mouth and his hat pulled over his
eyes,” leaned against the wall of the
Old Colorado City depot and outbid all
the wrecking companies. Carlton paid
$1,425,000 and had big plans to ex-
pand the line farther west on the basis
of lucrative government contracts. He
also owned the Midland Terminal Rail-
way which was the only line still serv-
ing Cripple Creek. But Carlton could
not deliver on the contracts. Monthly
loses grew higher and higher and his
dream evaporated. He, too, declared
bankruptcy a year later. Portions of the
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