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Entrepreneurs in early Ute Pass history

In 1896, the little town of Woodland Park had a population of 300. Remarka-
bly, by that date the area was served by a working railroad, two hotels and a
nearby resort.

As early as 1873, Dr. William J. Bell and General Palmer purchased 26,000
acres from the government about eight miles north of present-day Woodland
Park. They built the first resort and grounds in the area, called Manitou Park,
including a hotel, a lake (Manitou Lake still exists), a nine hole golf course,
swimming pool, bowling alley and race track (horses were raced in October).
It rivaled Estes Park as a destination. A fish hatchery supplied trout (call
“gitchie” then) to the hotel and to the Antler’s Hotel in Colorado Springs. The
hotel burned in 1886, was rebuilt and burned again in 1897. In 1905, when Dr.
Bell went back to England and began to sell off his U.S. investments, Gen.
Palmer bought the property and gave it to the Colorado College who main-
tained a forestry school there until the 1930s. The area now includes picnic
and campground areas as part of Pike National Forest.
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During that decade, Woodland Park was initially known as Manitou Park Station, a stagecoach stop.
The first hotel was built by Elfonso Dickinson and Harry Marble in 1889. The Crest Hotel had 15-
rooms. It lasted until 1910 when it was torn down to build houses in town. On top of a hill located be-
hind the hotel was an area called the Woodland Pavilion. It was a popular picnic spot in the 1890s and
had an exceptional view of Pikes Peak. The second hotel was the Woodland Hotel, built by John Anis-
field of Cleveland; it opened in 1892. Standing on a hill at the west end of town, it had 42 rooms, a large
dining area, two kitchens, lobby and two parlors. Crowds from Colorado Springs would come up Ute
Pass on summer weekends to watch the championship Woodland Park baseball team play on the dia-
mond near the hotel. Around 1904, the hotel was abandoned for about a decade, a refuge for vagrants
and railroad tramps. It was restored and reopened in 1914 and operated as a tuberculosis sanitarium.
History is vague as to whether the hotel was burned in 1939 or torn down, maybe both.

The primary boost to the area and the era began in 1883 with the incorporation of the Colorado Midland
Railroad. Built by John J. Hagerman, the “CM” was the first standard gauge railroad over the Continen-
tal Divide. It ran from Colorado Springs, through Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant, Hartsel and Buena
Vista to Leadville, and through the divide at Bush Tunnel to Aspen and Grand Junction. Later it was
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extended to New Castle. Passengers
would disembark at several stops along
the way — to pick wildflowers in Di-
vide, to take the stagecoach from
Woodland Park to Manitou Park resort
or other destinations. For a short time
the line was consolidated with other
railroads, but it always had financial
problems. It went bankrupt in 1897. A
new company emerged, the Colorado
Midland Railway, controlled in succes-
sion by the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railway and later the Colorado &
Southern Railway and the Denver and
Rio Grande Railway.

Bankrupt again 1917, the railway was
sold to A.E. Carlton who, “with a cigar
in his mouth and his hat pulled over his
eyes,” leaned against the wall of the
Old Colorado City depot and outbid all
the wrecking companies. Carlton paid
$1,425,000 and had big plans to ex-
pand the line farther west on the basis
of lucrative government contracts. He
also owned the Midland Terminal Rail-
way which was the only line still serv-
ing Cripple Creek. But Carlton could
not deliver on the contracts. Monthly
loses grew higher and higher and his
dream evaporated. He, too, declared
bankruptcy a year later. Portions of the
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line were sold to the
Midland Terminal Rail-
way which operated
below Divide until the
late 1940s. The balance
of the line, mostly west
of the Midland Terminal
connection at Divide,
was abandoned and later
scrapped in the 1920s.

Some of the old Mid-
land Terminal buildings
in Colorado Springs are
in use today, notably the
old roundhouse, which
was purchased by Van
Briggle’s Pottery in
1955, and the machine
shop which is now the
Ghost Town Museum.
In addition, two miles of
the former right-of-way
is currently in use by the
Cripple Creek & Victor
Narrow Gauge Railroad.
U.S. Highway 24 fol-
lows the railroad's route
through Ute Pass.

As with many towns
and villages throughout
the U.S., towns like
little Woodland Park in
1896, the railroad, pro-
gress and growth were
inexplicably woven,
making it difficult to
known which events
inspired the others. One
thing is certain: we are
the communities we are
today, because of what
happened then.

Sources: Wikipedia, Colorado
Historical Society, the USGen-
Web Archive Project, Denver
Public Library.

$409,000
120 E. Kelleys Rd, Woodland Park
Completely remodeled. New carpet,
paint & floors. 4 BR/3 BA, 4160 S.F.
Huge master w/ dbl closets. Full bar in
Family Rm. 4-car garage. 1000 S.F. of
decking. #569026

$390,900
420 Granite Road, Divide
New construction. Private 1 acre treed
lot. Bright open floor plan; 3 BR/2 BA;
2100 S.F.; lots of upgrades. Large mas-
ter; huge garage; walk-in lower level for
storage. #499680

UNDER CONTRACT

$289,900
151 Heather Circle, Divide
3 BR/3BA, 2328 S.F. cedar sided house
at end of cul-de-sac. Wood stove &
berber carpet in LR. Oak cabinets in
large kitchen. MBR on main level. Lots
of trees, private lot. #AT7719

$264,900
711 Westwoods Tr., Woodland Park
Stucco & stone townhome. 3 BR/3.5
BA, 2436 S.F. 2-car garage. 3-stories
with a wood deck and fenced back
yard. Located in the heart of Woodland
Park. #550717

$255,000
811 Circle Drive, Florissant
Nearly 2 acres; horse property. 3 BR/3
BA; 1833 S.F. 37’ x 26’ country kitchen
& gathering room. Pellet stove. Family
Room w/ fireplace. Wood floors. Great
views of Pikes Peak. #440720

$204,900
18 Mt. Powderhorn Ln., Florissant
Almost 1 acre, mature trees, wildlife. 2
BR/2 BA; 1800 S.F. Open floor plan w/
vaulted ceilings; master with private
deck. Garage with workshop area. Great
views. #485529

$189,900
59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant
An immaculate 3 BR/2 BA 1400 S.F.
manf. home on 4.8 acres. 20 x 10 ft.
deck; open floor plan. 600 S.F. 2-car
heated garage with workshop. A fantas-
tic 8 gal/min well. #464609

LAND $130,000
148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant
A fabulous, secluded 44-acre ridge lot
with 360 views of Pikes Peak and the
Sangres. A canyon marks the western
boundary. Straddles Teller/Park County
line. Several building spots. ~ #439951

LAND $85,900
0 Fairview Drive, Cripple Creek
Two mining claims south of Dome of
the Rock/Mueller State Park. 19.26
acres of pine and aspen with spectacular
views of Pikes Peak and the Sangre de

Cristo mountains. #485502

LAND $15,000
228 View Lane, Guffey
Beautiful and remote with views of
Pikes Peak and rock outcroppings. See
the spring-fed seasonal pond. Great for
horses; no rules, easy access, modular
homes allowed. 3.13 acres.  #452425

$122,500
229 Lake Ave., Woodland Park
Centrally located in WPK, 2 BR/1 BA
w/ new carpet; 702 S.F. Pikes Peak
view from deck. Walk to school, parks
and shopping. Situated in a quiet area.
Small pets okay. #433067
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