
 “I believe that the future is only the past again, entered through another gate.”   

Arthur Wing Pinera. 

 

     We are sur-

rounded by our his-

tory.  It is sometimes 

difficult to perceive 

or to interpret, but it 

rests there, nonethe-

less, waiting for us 

to understand it.  

While we may have 

only the physical 

remains of a past era 

to examine – a land-

mark, an old house, 

a railroad depot or 

maybe just a metal 

plaque along the 

road, the real history 

that surrounds us is 

about the people that 

came before us and 

what they did. 

     I have a special 

love for Divide, Colorado.  Not just because I live there, but also because for such a small set-

tlement, one that has never incorporated, so much has happened there in the past that cannot be ignored – although in a lot of cases, it 

is not very evident.  Mostly, Divide’s heritage is a record of what and who passed through it on the way to other places – South Park, 

Tarryall, Leadville or down Ute Pass to Colorado City or Colorado Springs.  And too, it is a record of how folks settled in Divide, 

established businesses and services to accommodate those travelers and tried to make a living.  Finally, it’s a record of how Divide 

grew to become an important railroad junction, a lumbering source and an agricultural area. 

     In 1911, Divide had a population of 150 people and was described by James Ives, Jr., manager of the Gazette Publishing Com-

pany, as “a small town in Teller County, at [the] junction of [the] Colorado Midland and Midland terminal railroads.”  By the end of 

the first decade in the Twentieth Century, a railroad had been in Divide for 24 years. And for 18 of those years, two railroads met.  

Even in its heyday, Divide never had more than 300 residents.  In fact, when the Colorado Midland laid tracks through Divide in 

1887, the railroad employees assigned there doubled the population.  The directory of businesses in Divide in 1911 shows a portrait 

of the community growing to meet the influences and needs of the railroads, the mining district and local ranchers and farmers.  

     J. H. Harkins ran a wholesale lumbering operation and a livery stable. Quite an extensive lumber yard and saw mill sat where the 

Pike Peak Community Club sits now providing railroad ties and timber to the railroads and the mines in Cripple Creek and Victor.  

Harkins also sold general merchandise and ran the Crescent Telephone Company.  Neil Harkins (perhaps a brother, son or relative) 

ran a saloon, a pool parlor and sold cigars.  

     Just down the Leadville road and the tracks of the Colorado Midland west of town was the Crescent Ranch (the Crescent Cattle 

Company). Legend says that Tom Mix worked as a cowhand at the Crescent Ranch as a teenager and almost lost his life in a fire that 

destroyed much of Divide in the 1890s. 

     W. H. Gibbons was a grocer and postmaster of Divide in 1911.  Mrs. M. E. Gibbons (likely his wife) was proprietor of the Walker 

House, a boarding establishment.  There was also a hotel in Divide, the Hotel Nield, owned and operated by Mrs. Frank Kelly.  

Henry Nield (whose family may have started the hotel) ran a meat market.  The hotel was still around 
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Divide, Colorado - “its future through another gate.” 

Photo by Sally Fant 
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“Divide” continued on page 2 

A photo of Divide in winter with Pikes Peak in the background by Carlton C. 

Graves, around 1900. The phrase on the back of the photos says “Divide, 

backbone of the continent.”                                                  Denver Public Library 
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after the Colorado Midland ceased operations and the tracks were 

taken up.  The Hotel Nield is the center building in the above 

photo of downtown Divide in the 1920s.  

     There were also other enterprises and institutions in Divide, as 

well, including:  a general mercantile store ran by Mrs. Lillie 

Stewart; a school where Mrs. I. M. Wolfe was principal; a church 

(the house on the hill identified above); and of course, both the 

Colorado Midland and Midland Terminal railroads.  Mr. H. 

Kirkpatrick is listed as the railroad express agent. 

     Once the Colorado Midland began transporting fresh produce 

from the Grand Valley, a small lake east of Divide served as a 

source of ice to preserve the cargo.  Later, in the 1930s, a huge 

hoist plant was built on the banks of Coulson Lake where locally 

grown lettuce and seed potatoes were loaded into Midland Termi-

nal refrigeration cars. (see photo below) 

          Aside from the lake and the old depot, most of the town of 

Divide that existed in 1911 is gone, replaced by the Venture 

Store, McGinty’s Wood Oven Pub, the Post Office and other es-

tablishments that border the highway crossroads at the summit of 

Ute Pass.  But if we believe, as Arthur Wing Pinera says, “that 

the future is only the past again, entered through another gate,” 

then the history of Divide is ongoing.  And more pages will be 

added to Divide’s legacy for our grandchildren and others to see, 

interpret and understand.  - DM    

Source: U.S. Gen Web Archives, Teller County, CO  
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$139,000 

$189,000 

Perfect Mountain Getaway!     Cozy and comfortable, convenient to 

historic downtown Leadville and the Mineral Belt biking and hiking 

trail. Great mountain views from the back yard.  

Built for Energy 

& Water 

Conservation 

 

1200 Mount 

Massive.  Solar 

for heating and hot 

water, new win-

dows, new boiler, 

tankless hot water 

heater. Add xero-

scaping in front and 

back yards 
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Website:  www.k2colorado.com 

Downtown Divide in the 1920s after the Colorado Midland track has been taken up.  The Hotel Nield is the center building. The church on the  

hill to the left still exists.                                   Photo contributed by the Divide Chamber of Commerce 

This is a 1938 view of the ice hoist plant at Coulsen Lake in Divide 

where lettuce and seed potatoes were loaded into Midland Terminal 

refrigeration cars for shipment.  Ice was cut from the lake once or 

twice a year and stored in sawdust in a large shed until summer when 

it was shipped in blocks or crushed for packing purposes.             UPHS  

214 W. 9th Street 
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(as of April 29,2011) 

 

30-Year Fixed = 4.87% 

 

15-Year Fixed = 4.09% 

 

5/1 ARM = 3.47% 

 

10/1 ARM = 4.26% 
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6620 Pine St, Green Mtn. Falls 

Ute Pass! 3/BR/2BA/2GAR and 

2599 S.F. on 0.54 acres. Walking 

distance to the GMF’s lake. Huge 

deck and family room. Lots of sun 

and trees.  Great for entertaining.  

Makes a great summer home.  This 

one is a bargain!                 #662779 

380 Paradise Cir, Woodland Pk 

Condo!  Perfect for weekends in 

the mountains. Condo C-3 has 

1BR/1BA and an upgraded kitchen 

and bath. 600 S.F. New LR win-

dow. Care-free living.  Easy com-

mute to Woodland Park and Colo-

rado Springs.                   #663316 

2856 Blue Mesa Dr., Divide 

Fronts Water! This heavily treed 

lot in Highland Lakes (1.67 acres) 

slopes down to Beaver Lake No. 2. 

Strategic tree cuts will make room 

for a driveway and a building site. 

See this beautiful lot.        #457747 

Dave’s Buyers’ Guide  

Prices and status effective 

as of May 1, 2011 

Cabins, second-homes and land 

specials from Coldwell Banker 

1st Choice Realty 

$16,000 

1605 Masters Dr, Woodland Park 

4 Bedrooms!  Custom home on 

Shining Mtn. GC; mountain views. 

Spacious kitchen; granite counters; 

stainless appliances. Large LR w/ 

HDW floors. Quiet cul-de-sac. 

4BR/4BA/2GA, 4236 S.F.  #592093 

323 April Sun Ct, Woodland Park 

Cul-de-sac! Pikes Peak views; 

bright open floor plan. Main level 

laundry; vaulted, wood-beam ceil-

ings. 3BR/3BA/2GA, 2582 S.F. on 

0.36 acre lot. Immaculate; in move-

in condition! Must see!      #571090 

$272,500 

1001 S. Mtn Est. Rd, Florissant 

Meadow!  Two acres of meadow 

and trees and some nice building 

sites in beautiful Colorado Moun-

tain Estates, south of Florissant. 

Easy access to nearby Fossil Beds 

and Cripple Creek.         #530773 

238 Shadow Lake Dr., Divide 

Owner-built! 3BR/3BA/1GAR, 2476 

S.F. on 2.55 acres. Wonderful raised 

ranch with lots of wood and a spacious 

great room and kitchen. The large 

country kitchen has rustic pecan cabi-

nets throughout. Downstairs is 14 x 45 

foot family room.  Outside a welcom-

ing flagstone patio sports a custom iron 

grill. A regulation horseshoe pit and 

detached “recreational house” are 

perfect for entertaining. See spectacu-

lar views of Pikes Peak from the 320 

sq. ft. deck. It’s time to buy!   #641935 

$134,900 

$16,000 

$98,900 

$364,900 

2087 S. Mtn Est. Rd., Florissant 

Log Home! 3BR/3BA/2Gar, 2080 

S.F. on 2.42 acres. Great room w/ 

granite counters & designer cabi-

nets. Main level living w/ T&G 

ceilings; extra loft BR.  Watch the 

deer and elk play.             #688737 

$289,000 

$189,500 

436 Will Stutley Dr, Divide 

Built in 2000!  2BR/2BA/0GAR, 

1632 S.F. on 0.46 acres.  Well kept, 

easy access; tucked in the trees. 

Wood floors, wood stove, jack ’n 

jill main level bath. Just minutes 

from Divide. A well maintained 

mountain home.               #696615 

$152,900 

$385,900 

Under Contract 

127 Carlton Cir, Florissant 

Building Plans!  This 2.04 acre lot 

is ready to go. Perc test done, fire 

mitigation trees cut, building plans 

available. A well permit is waiting.  

This is a beautiful parcel overlook-

ing the CME valley.  A dream lot 

for a dream home.             #465075 

$33,900 

2847 N. Mountain Est. Florissant 

Two Lots!  Two adjacent lots on a 

corner that total 1.18 acres. Several 

building sites are among the many 

Ponderosa and Fir trees. A selec-

tive build produces a great view of 

Pikes Peak.                      #675664  

$24,900 

15135 Crooked Pine Tr, Elbert 

Luxury and Convenience.  High qual-

ity craftsmanship sets this house in 

Spirit Lakes Subdivision apart from the 

rest. It is horse property on 3.72 acres 

w/ 82 acres of common space, trails and 

recreational areas nearby. 3BR/2BA/3 

GAR, 4208 S.F.  Chef’s kitchen has a 

breakfast nook and 2 built-in ovens. 

The great room has vaulted ceilings, a 

gas FP and plenty of room. Spacious 

MBR suite has a sitting room and see-

thru FP.  Large deck w/ jetted tub and 

outdoor fireplace. Well produces 11 

gpm.  Too much to tell.           #681798 

$484,850 

$142,850 

912 Loraine Ave, Woodland Park 

Newly Remodeled!  Updated 

rancher close to town. New birch 

floors, roof, windows, doors, cabi-

nets, appliances, granite counters, 

plumbing and more (it’s all new). 

2BR/1BA/0 GA on 0.17 acre lot.  

Cozy wood stove. Buy it!  #493377  


