
The Colorado Midland Railroad (see 

Picture 3) operated through the central 

mountains of Colorado from 1886 until 

1918. It was the first standard gauge line 

through the Rockies, running west from 

Colorado Springs to the coal mining 

town of New Castle, west of Glenwood 

Springs. From there, the road merged 

with the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad 

and continued to Grand Junction. 

 The company's terminus was 

actually in Colorado City, a few miles 

west of Colorado Springs. Along its 222 

miles of mainline track, the "Midland" 

served the towns of Manitou Springs, 

Cascade, Green Mountain Falls, Wood-

land Park, Divide, Florissant, Hartsel, 

Buena Vista, Leadville and Basalt. From 

Basalt there were two branches, one 

extending to the rich mining town of 

Aspen (the eighteen-mile Aspen Short 

Line), and the other (main) branch to Glenwood Springs and New Castle. The Continental Divide was 

crossed at Hagerman Pass west of Leadville, named for the railroad's founder – James J. Hagerman. 

Later, much of the line over the pass was abandoned, in favor of the lower Busk-Ivanhoe Tunnel.   

 The railroad ceased operations in August 1918. Most of the tracks were torn up within a few 

years and the locomotives and rolling stock were either scraped or sold to various companies. The line 

from Divide to Colorado Springs was eventually sold to the Midland Terminal Railroad Company, owned 

by A.E. Carlton, which operated from Divide to Cripple Creek until February 1949. 

 The Midland Terminal trains running between Cripple Creek and Colorado City carried mostly 

ore and freight. The last steam passenger and mail train to Cripple Creek was in 1931. Thereafter, a spe-

cial gasoline powered trolley car was built for passengers and mail which continued in service until the last days (see Picture 2). 

 Among all the depots along the “Midland” rails from Colorado Springs to Basalt, only two survive as stand-alone structures and only one 

in the Ute Pass area. Most are long gone or compromised, victims of progress, like the depot at Manitou Springs which is part of a residence, or the 

depot in Basalt which is now part of the Alpine Bank. Others were torn or burned. 

The depot in Woodland Park burned in the late 1920s and a replica was later con-

structed in a small park. The depot and station in Colorado City burned in 1931. It 

is reported that a house in Divide was built with the wood from the Florissant de-

pot. The large stations in Cascade and Leadville were torn down, as well as the 

depot in Green Mountain Falls. The depot at Hartsel still stands but has been aban-

doned - leaving only the Midland Depot at Divide as a monument to the rail-

roads’ history along Ute Pass. 

 It was a unique depot in its day, serving two railroads – the Colorado 

Midland and the Midland Terminal – with tracks (or bays) landing on both the 

north and south sides. It had two ticket agents, a telegraph operator and common 

waiting and baggage areas. Initially, the “Midland” had only a side-track in Di-

vide, but later a simple building for an agent and telegraph operator was erected in 

1887. It was replaced in 1894 when it and several other businesses in Divide 

burned down.  The second Depot was either replaced by a third structure or re-

modeled in 1904 when the “Midland’s” facilities in Divide were greatly updated. 

The present (1904) Depot, a 104 year old structure, remains. Adjacent to the Depot 

was a storage shed to the east and an outhouse to the west (see Picture 4).      
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Picture 1- (top) Artist’s concept of the preserved Midland Depot at 

Divide. (bottom) The depot today in its current condition. 

Bottom photo by Dave Martinek 

 

Picture 2 - The Midland Depot at Divide in 1948 showing the spe-

cial gasoline-powered trolley.        Photo courtesy of Mel McFarland 
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