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Relocating?
Changing employ-
ment or just migrat-
ing? | can help you to
sell your current
house and buy an-
other at your new
location. As part of a
network of national
Realtors, | can help
you find competent
real estate agents
anywhere in the
country.

Email or call me for
more information

Pearl Devere - the madam of Cripple Creek

Myers Avenue was one of the more
bawdy, lively and interesting streets
in the old west during the “Gold
Camp” days of Cripple Creek. In the
late 1800s, it sported a large and
boisterous red light district with
several “parlor” houses. Some say
“There’ll be a Hot Time in the Old
Town Tonight” (by Theodore Metz
and Joe Hayden) was first heard on
Myers Avenue. Today, the only
remaining evidence of those sinful
times is the Old Homestead Parlor
House. It was the establishment of
the famed madam, Pearl Devere.

Pearl was not her real name. But she
was an ambitious woman who took
advantage of her opportunities. She
came to Cripple Creek from Denver
after the Silver Panic of 1893. At the
young age of thirty-one, she estab-
lished a parlor house and offered the
services of her girls to the most pres-
tigious of clientele. Only the finest
cuisine and drink were served. Her
ladies were encouraged to dress in
fine clothing and were well paid.

Pearl was known to be a fun-loving
person with a kind heart. She often
gave to charitable causes in town,
although most of the “good” women
of the day did not associate with
Pearl or her ladies, nor mentioned
her name, although they accepted
her charity. Children were forbidden
to walk near Myers Avenue.

She was beautiful, had strong fea-
tures and reddish blond hair, accord-
ing to the portrait of Pearl and her
sister hanging in the Old Homestead
Museum. She always dressed ele-
gantly. Her team of black horses
could be seen pulling her red-
wheeled carriage around Cripple
Creek almost daily. She was both
famous and notorious.

The great Cripple Creek fire of 1896
destroyed most of the town. Un-
daunted, Pearl lost no time in rebuild-
ing the Homestead with even greater
finery. Like the reconstruction of most
of the other buildings along Bennett
Avenue in Cripple Creek, her new
parlor was made of brick with two
stories and two bathrooms. Wallpaper
from France decorated the walls and
electric crystal chandeliers hung from
the ceilings. Guests sat on hardwood
furniture and listened to the first Edi-
son phonograph in the mining camp.
There was even an intercom system
and a telephone. It was one of the most
modern buildings in town. By stark
contrast, the majority of residences
still used coal-oil lamps and outhouses.

Pearl became a legend. The Home-
stead Parlor House enticed a notable
list of rich clients. One visit cost from
fifty to a hundred dollars ($500 to a
$1,000 in today’s money)! All new
guests were admitted by sponsorship
only. Her gentlemen customers were
wined and dined and “escorted” by
some of the prettiest, and naughtiest,
girlsin Cripple Creek.
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But everything changed in one night.
Whether intentional or accidental,
Pearl died suddenly on June 10, 1897
from an overdose of morphine. She
had hosted a party the night before into
the early morning hours and had taken
the drug to help her sleep. She did not
wake up. She was found by one of her
girls in distress still dressed in the
beautiful chiffon gown she had worn
earlier. A doctor was called but it was
too late. She was only thirty-six.
continued on page 2
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Sample Buyers’
Guide

These 12 properties
are a sample of those
offered exclusively by
Coldwell Banker 1st
Choice Realty in the
Ute Pass region.

Prices and status are
current as of

April 20, 2007

Continued from page one

Pearl’s family from
back East thought she
was a dressmaker for
the rich and famous in
Cripple Creek. When
her sister came to claim
the body and learned of
Pearl’s real profession,
she left town and was
never heard from again.

The funeral procession
for Pearl stretched from
Bennett Avenue to the
Mt. Pisgah Cemetery on
the northwest of town. It
is known to be the larg-
est, most famous funeral
in Cripple Creek’s his-
tory. By most accounts,
just about every man of
means who knew Pearl
paid his final respects.
Today, Pearl’s grave is
ringed by a rot-iron
fence to preserve the
site from those who
want to touch a bit of
bawdy history.

The Old Homestead
Parlor House Museum
is located at 335 Myers
Avenue, next door to
the new Wild Horse
Casino. The little build-
ing recalls an earlier
hedonistic time full of
all the discoveries, sins,
riches and vices of Crip-
ple Creek - one of the
most famous mining
towns in America. DM

Sources: Our Ladies of the
Tenderloin - Colorado's Leg-
ends in Lace by Linda R.
Wommack; Cripple Creek
Days by Mabel Barbee Lee

$439,000
604 County Road 89, Cripple Creek
Spectacular 360 degree views in Gold
Country. Log home on 9+ acres. Gran-
ite countertops in kitchen. Huge pantry,
main floor living. Wall of windows in
LR. 4 BR/3BA; 2838 S.F. #564169

$399,850
838 Misty Pines Cir., Woodland Park
Near Meadow Wood park. Great room
with vaulted ceilings & fireplace. Awe—
some landscaping w/ trex walk. 3 BR/2
BA/3 GA,; 3408 S.F. Open floor plan.
Basement roughed in. #499742

$289,900
151 Heather Circle, Divide
3 BR/3BA/2GA cedar sided house at end
of cul-de-sac. Wood stove & berber
carpet in LR. Oak cabinets in large
kitchen. 2328 S.F. MBR on main level.
Lot of trees, private lot. #ATT719

$269,500
164 Spring Valley Cir., Divide
Relax and enjoy your mountain home.
Gorgeous view from the deck gazebo.
Lot of kitchen space w/ center island.
Large great room; cedar walls. 3 BR/3
BA; 2008 S.F. Mustsee!  #593815

$249,850
84 Ajax Road, Florissant
Beautiful mtn. views. Well maintained,
quiet and private home. Two stoves,
vaulted ceilings main level living. 3
BR/3BA/2 GA, 2040 S.F. Spacious
kitchen w/ breakfast bar .  #422163

$214,900
513 Center St., Woodland Park
Ready to move-in! The spacious floor
plan feature 3 BR/2 BA/2-car garage.
Master on main floor. Wood stove for
chilly nights. Located in the heart of
Woodland Park. 1232 S. F. #552039

$199,900
57 Aspen Circle, Divide
This home features a moss rock fire-
place. 3BR/2BA/2GA. Walk to Peak
view deck from MBR. Nestled in the
trees, this 1-acre spot in beautiful Spring
Valley is just right for you. #516643

$218,500
15 Harness Trail, Florissant
Trees and views & a private setting are
waiting at the end of a cul-de-sac. MBR
w/ sunroom, private deck. Family room
ready for your choice of floors. 2472.
S.F. Dog not included. #516169

$189,900
59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant
REDUCED! An immaculate 3 BR/2 BA
1400 S.F. manf. home on 4.8 acres. 20 x
10 ft. deck; open floor plan. 600 S.F. 2-
car heated garage with workshop. A
fantastic 8 gal/min well. #464609

$144,900
112 Pike View Dr., Divide
Like new! Incredible Pikes Peak views
from your private deck! Large LR with
a pellet stove insert for those cold

Don’t miss this gem! #511404

nights. 832 S.F. Washer/dryer included.

LAND $85,900
0 Fairview Drive, Cripple Creek
Two mining claims south of Dome of
the Rock/Mueller State Park. 19.26
acres of pine and aspen with spectacular
views of Pikes Peak and the Sangre de
Cristo mountains. #485502

LAND $15,000
228 View Lane, Guffey

Beautiful views of Pikes Peak and rock
outcroppings. Spring-fed seasonal pond.
Great horse property. Gently rolling hills;
No covenants, easy access, modulars
allowed. #452425

- This publication is for information only and is not a solicitation. All property information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed -




