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Hartsel - a frontier spa
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Out in the middle of a high mountain valley the waters bubbled out of the ground near
the banks of the South Platte River in the little town of Hartsel, Colorado, just a few hundred
feet from the train depot. “Nature’s curative waters,” known to the Ute Indians for ages, eased
the pain of those suffering from arthritis and rheumatism, cleansed the skin and pores and
caused the flabby to lose weight. It was also said to be kind of a cure for alcoholism. The waters with their mysterious healing qualities made the town of Hartsel a frontier spa.
The Indians called it the “Fountain of Youth.” And once the white man intruded upon
their South Park hunting grounds and discovered the flowing mineral waters, people began
coming from all over the
world seeking a little
“youth” for themselves.
They would take the
Colorado Midland Railroad from Colorado
Springs to the Hartsel
Springs Hotel and Mineral Hot Baths where they
would soak in the hot
pools, drink the hot mineral water or lie around
caked with hot mud
packs. In the place where
the Indians used to camp,
drawn by the powers of
the waters, thousands of
people came later to “take

the cure.”
Hartsel looking northwest over the bathhouses in the foreground,
Sam Hartsel arrived in South Park in the mid 1860s and across the Colorado Midland depot and rail yards in the middle and
was the first rancher to settle in the area - just a few miles below the Hartsel Springs Hotel at the middle left to the right of the tall tree
Tarryall. Sam was an entrepreneur. He bought cheap cattle and and below a hill.
Denver Public Library
oxen worn out from hauling wagons loads of goods and supplies and people from the east, then fattened them up and sold them to a hungry beef market.
His ranching business was good. Later, he established a trading post where the town of Hartsel is now located. It included a
store, a blacksmith shop, a wagon making shop, a sawmill and the mineral baths. Eventually, old Sam built a hotel in Hartsel, too, to
accommodate wagon travelers. When the Colorado Midland laid tracks through South Park in 1887, the hotel’s business really
boomed into a full-fledged spa.
Early in the 1900s all kinds of people, several hundred a year, came for treatments - easterners, cowboys and miners, the sick
and the fat. Some were carried off the train in stretchers and driven to the hotel in a hearse-like, horse-drawn wagon. Many of those
same folks walked back to the train after being cured of their ailments. In an article in the July 11, 1971 issue of the Colorado
Springs Gazette Telegraph, Eugene Kleinknect (who arrived in Hartsel in 1909 and ran the bath houses for a number of years) tells
the story of the “cures.”
“They stayed in the hotel and took…only one mineral bath every two days or one every third day because the baths were
weakening,” said Kleinknect. “You couldn’t stay in more than 10 minutes the first time. Depending on the individual, some with
arthritis and some with rheumatism seemed (at first) to get worse and crippled. Then, they began to get better again with each bath.”
According to Kleinknect, the mineral water coming out of the ground was 140 degrees, too hot for bathing. The water had to
be cooled first. Often the water would be pumped into barrels at night for use the next day.
A mineral bath cost 50 cents, but…”for a dollar you could get a sweat bath.”
See “Hartsel” continued on page 2
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After the customers spent time in the bath, they were wrapped in
blankets and given hot mineral water to drink. “You’d sweat for
an hour,” laughed Kleinknect.
A chemist from Denver University named Dr. Engle once
analyzed the mineral waters to discover what made them so potent. He found that besides a slight amount of organic solids, the
water contain large quantities of sodium chloride, sodium sulphate, calcium sulphate, magnesium carbonate and small parts
of potassium sulphate, iron and aluminum oxides, silica and free
ammonia.
Mud packs and cold cream were made with the mineral
waters. The mud was found to be a help in reducing weight. The
mudpacks cost a dollar. The cold cream was put in little jars,
labeled and packed into cartons for shipment.
But perhaps the biggest discovery, according to Kleinknect,
was that the waters contained the highest concentration of radium of anywhere in the United States.
Although the mineral baths ceased to operate in the 1950s,
perhaps because of the high radium content, the Hartsel Springs
Hotel stayed open under a variety of owners until the 1970s
when it burned to ground. And as for the “Fountain of Youth
(?),” a six inch stream of water from the spring still flows into the
South Platte River.

This photo shows the present-day Hartsel still nestled along U.S.
Highway 24 and the South Platte River. Remnants of the old
Colorado Midland Railroad grade can be seen in the forefront.
The Hartsel Springs Hotel used to sit where the gas station and
convenience store (Badger Basin—see arrow) is located in the
center left of the picture.
Photo by Dave Martinek

Properties In Leadville, Colorado

Source: Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph, July 11, 1971, story by
Dorothy Aldridge.

$139,000

Perfect Mountain
Getaway!
Cozy and comfortable, convenient to
historic downtown
Leadville and the
Mineral Belt biking
and hiking trail.
Great mountain
views from the back
yard.

$189,000

The Hartsel Springs Hotel in the late 1890s. Glenwood Springs is
the closest place to Hartsel where a similar operation to that of the
bathhouses exists today. There are some hot springs near Buena
Vista where customers can just take baths. The hotel burned to the
ground in the 1970s to be replaced by shops and a gas station (see
photo top right.
Denver Public Library

“The future is the past returning through
another gate.”
Arnold Glasgow

Built for Energy
& Water
Conservation
Solar for heating
and hot water, new
windows, new
boiler, tankless hot
water heater. Add
xeroscaping in front
and back yards
WOW!

Leadville properties brought to you courtesy of:
Centennial Ent & Real Estate Inc.
Carol Glenn, Owner
P O Box 1889, 1020 North Poplar
Leadville, CO 80461
719 486 1409, 719 486 1482 fax
carol@centennialre.com
Website: www.k2colorado.com
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To view more properties, go to my website: www.davidmartinekcb.com/properties

Dave’s Buyers’ Guide

To inquire, email or call 719.687.1516
$299,850

Cabins, second-homes and land
specials from Coldwell Banker
1st Choice Realty

(Marshall-Martinek Team listings are BOXED)
$349,900

$359,850

Prices and status effective
as of April 1, 2011
$454,900

1158 Windflower Ln, Woodland Pk
Beautiful ranch! Custom mountain
home w/ walkout lower level. Stucco
and rock exterior. Huge decks with
mountain view. 4BR/4BA/3GAR, 3330
S.F. on 0.54 acres. Backs to common
area. Main level MBR w/ fireplace and
5 piece bath. Hardwood floors, granite
counters and cozy breakfast nook. Oversized garage.
#646503
$399,900

387 Surrey Lane, Florissant
4 Bedrooms! View of the mountains, rock formations and a pond.
4BR/4BA/2GAR, 3360 S.F. on 5.07
acres. Cherry cabinets, upgraded
appliances, living room FP.
Lot of house here.
#423182

19435 Sheriffs Way, Monument
Unique! 5BR/3BA/2Gar, 2807 S.F.
on 0.56 acres. Hide yourself in the
woods. Dramatic staircase, granite
countertops, lovely renovations, FP,
oversized garage, trek deck. 4 BRs
on one level!
#658139

$349,900

$349,900

87 Pine, Florissant
Bear Trap Ranch! 20 acres; horse
property. Dramatic log and wood w/
beam ceilings. 5BR/3BA/4GAR
and 3822 S.F. Rock formations in
back w/ outdoor kitchen. Huge pole
barn. Must see!
#646059
$299,900

Under Contract
25 Ponderosa CR, Woodland Pk
Once in a Lifetime! Backs to the
National Forest. 3/BR/3BA/3GAR
and 2712 S.F. on 2.9 acres. Clean,
huge master, finished basement,
large office. View of Pikes Peak.
Pavers on driveway; flagstone patio.
Workshop/craft room.
#622130

24 Cherokee Dr., Florissant
Mountain Setting! Immaculate!
Great Pikes Peak view from deck,
rock formations. Large MBR and
country kitchen. 2BR/2BA/3GAR,
2048 S.F. on 20 acres. Horse property. Radiant heat. 3-car heated
garage.
#483236

426 Blackbear Dr., Divide
Solid Log Home! Seclusion; 2
wooded acres. 2BR/2BA/0GAR,
3020 S.F. Pine Beetle Kill wood
interior. Loft MBR; kitchen has
granite counters, copper sink and
hickory cabinets. Wood stove. Unfinished basement.
#624728

$299,900

$391,900

$98,900

SOLD !
1000 S. Fourth, Cripple Creek
Investment! Rambling ranch on
4.79 acres carved up into 6 rental
units that overlooks historic Cripple
Creek. The 3505 S.F. bldg. has
9BR/6BA/2GAR and a 10-space
storage shed. Rental income for the
last three years available. Could be
converted back to a home. #627984
$399,000

$134,900

48 Bison Cir., Florissant
Immaculate! 2600 S.F. log-sided
home on 4.5 beautiful acres. Horse
property. 3BR/2.5 BA/2GAR.
Quality construction, long list of
amenities. Attention to detail in this
bright and sunny home. Privacy and
seclusion.
#657656
$16,000

101 Bald Eagle View, Divide
Gated Community! Custom built in
2005. Marble counters, 6-seat bar, formal dining. Cherry and Alder cabinets.
3BR/3BA/3GAR, 4261 S.F. on 0.87
acres. Master suite, office and laundry
on main level. Tiger wood floors, several walkouts. Brazilian cherry deck.
Family room, radiant heat. Oversize
garage. A must see!
#427394

1001 S. Mtn Est. Rd, Florissant
Meadow! Two acres of meadow
and trees and some nice building
sites in beautiful Colorado Mountain Estates, south of Florissant.
Easy access to nearby Fossil Beds
and Cripple Creek.
#530773

238 Shadow Lake Dr., Divide
Just Listed! 3BR/3BA/1GAR,
2476 S.F. on 2.55 acres. Wonderful raised ranch, lots of wood,
spacious great room. Rustic pecan
kitchen cabinets. Large detached
“man cave” for entertaining. A
must see!
#641935
$16,000

2856 Blue Mesa Dr., Divide
Fronts Water! This heavily treed
lot in Highland Lakes (1.67 acres)
slopes down to Beaver Lake No. 2.
Strategic tree cuts will make room
for a driveway and a building site.
See this beautiful lot.
#457747

380 Paradise Cir, Woodland Pk
Condo! Perfect for weekends in
the mountains. Condo C-3 has
1BR/1BA and an upgraded kitchen
and bath. 600 S.F. New LR window. Care-free living. Easy commute to Woodland Park and Colorado Springs.
#663316
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