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     In the October 2007 issue of Pikes Peak Country I wrote of historic Shelf Road between 

Cripple Creek and Canon City – the first stage road prior to the arrival of the railroads in the 

goldfields. I am revisiting the subject of roads with a broader sense in this article after a recent 

conversation where the question was asked:  “why does Colorado have so many dirt roads?”  

     It was an interesting question; one I hadn’t thought about until it was asked. Although all of 

the primary roads and highways crisscrossing the state are paved, including the two major in-

terstates, I-70 and I-25, the fact is Colorado does have its fair share of country dirt roads, par-

ticularly in mountainous and remote areas, but probably just as ubiquitously across the state.   

     In the Pikes Peak area there are some very specific geologic reasons why most of the rural 

roads, such as in Teller County, are unpaved. The ground 

in the area is almost entirely decomposed granite – small 

rocks and pebbles that make an excellent foundation for 

houses and roadbeds. Just grade a road through the wilder-

ness and there you go – a surface that is easy to construct, 

cheap and very drivable. When you consider some of our 

extreme landscape, building paved roads everywhere 

would be pretty expensive. And in wintertime (which lasts 

from October to May), tire traction on this kind of com-

pressed road surface is sometimes better than paved.  

     But there are other reasons. Folks migrate to Colorado 

to get away from the city (Teller County only has 21,000 

people), the traffic and pollution. They come to enjoy the 

alpine views, the fresh air and sunshine, the wildlife and 

just the entire Rocky Mountain experience. They want 

more peace and quiet. I’ve driven for miles along dirt 

roads in our rural subdivisions only to find homes sitting in the most precarious and remotest 

of places – and they all come with dirt roads. There was one client not long ago who wanted to 

sell his house and acreage in South Park (located in southern Park County, where the average        

Pikes Peak in Winter 

 

Volume 3; Issue 2 

Contact information: 

 

Direct Phone:  719.687.1516 

Toll Free: 800.905.3811, Ext. 1516 

Fax:  719.687.0488 

Cell:  913.707.7547 

 

Website:   

www.davidmartinekcb.com 

 

Email:   

davidmartinek@ 

1stchoicerealtycb.com 

Each Office is Independently   

Owned and Operated 

18401 E. Highway 24, Ste. 100 

Woodland Park, CO  80863 

David  

Martinek 

 

Colorado 

Realtor 

Equal Housing 

Opportunity 

March 2008 

population per square mile is maybe…“two”) because new neighbors had moved in five or six miles away and he felt ‘hemmed in.’ 

So, dirt roads match the expectation of folks who come here to live.  

     Another reason is the amount of natural forest acreage throughout the state. Fully one-half of Teller County is Pike National For-

est. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) controls more. With all the rural and forested lands, dirt roads are the simplest way to 

get around.  

     There’s a conservation and historical angle, as well. We harbor many amateur "tree huggers" 

and professional foresters who do not want to spoil the pristine-like areas of our natural land-

scape. Of course, the mining industry already did that once many years ago. If not for reforesta-

tion in the early 1900s, parts of Colorado would look a lot different. But of course, everyone 

looks at what exists now. And what they see, no denying it, is beautiful. In the minds of some,  

though, modern paved roads are just another means of destroying the past. So, a nice asphalt 

boulevard through their beloved wilderness would be a travesty.  

     This predilection for preserving history also extends to former mining towns. For example, the 

streets in little Victor, southeast of Cripple Creek, are almost entirely dirt, except for the main 

thoroughfare and connecting roads. Their boom days are gone. Never mind the dust, dirt is good.  

     And finally, there is one other compelling reason why we have our share of dirt roads. Bank-

ing around a switchback and up a steep incline, they all seem to eventually lead to wonderful 

groves of Aspen and Ponderosa Pine or to a beautiful mountain peak view, complete with snow 

and glistening sun. If you want to see the real Colorado, it’s usually a country mountain dirt road 

that takes you there.   DM 

A beautiful mountain peak view with sun 

and snow; dirt roads take you there.  

Country dirt roads are prevalent through– 

out Teller County.  
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$184,900 

331 Donzi Trail, Divide 

4BR/1BA, 1634 S.F. 0.69 acres. Fenced 

front yard, wrap-around deck. Very 

clean; vaulted ceilings, wood-burning 

stove. Plumbed for 2nd bath. Large 

kitchen, beautiful oak cabinets. Aspen 

and pine abound!                      #493668 

Here is a sample of 

real estate for sale in 

the area and offered 

exclusively by Cold-

well Banker 1st 

Choice Realty.  

$299,900 

271 Taopi Circle, Woodland Pk.  

Reduced.  5 BR/3BA 2575 S.F., 4-car 

garage on cul-de-sac. 2-story, great 

floor plan; office/library on lower level. 

Basement get-away. All appliances less 

than 3 years old.                        #425374 

Sample Buyers’  

Guide 

$678,000 

18802 Teller 1, Florissant 

Commercial Land:  40 acres in down-

town Florissant; flat with some trees. 

Frontage on paved road. Zoned PBC; all 

utilities.  Ideal for commercial or retail 

development.                            #553403 
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$549,700 

1121 Windflower Ln, Woodland Park 

5BR/3BA, 3953 S.F., 3-car garage. 

Custom home on 0.57 acres in great 

subd. Cypress floors, hickory cabinets, 

large rooms, walkout basement. Loaded 

with amenities/upgrades!          #536454 

$649,900 

87 Winding Valley, Woodland Park 

4BR/3BA, 3224S.F, 4-car garage/carport 

& storage shed. Floor to ceiling fire-

place, T&G ceiling, hardwood floors, 

massive decks.  2.74 acres borders BLM 

land. Superior in everyway       #500890 

$429,900 

1270 Loop Dr.,  Woodland Park 

3BR/3BA, 3563 S.F., 2-car garage. 

Under construction. Almost 1 secluded 

acre. 6-panel doors, hardwood floors, 9 

ft ceilings, deck. Nice floor plan. Stain 

grade trim. Great home/price   #489755  

$279,000 

1118 County Road 112, Florissant 

Beautiful alpine, log-sided home on 26 

acres off paved road. 3 BR/2 BA, 1258 

S.F.  Room for garage. Brand new! New 

appliances, radiant heat, wrap-around 

deck/front porch.                  Private sale.   

$244,900 

198 Shannon Place, Divide 

2BR/2BA 1454 S.F. w/ 2-car garage. 

Patio home with loft which could be 

third BR. Nestled among tall pines. 

Deck and courtyard. Gives feeling of 

spaciousness. Located near Meadow 

Park.                                         #428729   

$130,000 

148 Choctaw Dr., Florissant  

Land. Fabulously secluded 44-acres in 

Bear Trap Ranch with 360 views of the 

mountains/valleys. Several building 

spots and a canyon. Straddles Teller/

Park County line. Neighbor bringing 

electricity to area. Must see!     #439951 

$329,900 

8710 Cedar Mountain Rd., Divide 

3BR/3BA, 2585 S.F. 2-car detached 

garage; 4.6 acres. Trails/hiking. 3-levels 

with loft, main level BR and lower fam-

ily room walkout. Full deck on levels in 

rear. Bigger than it looks.         # 490771 

$2,500.000 

7 County Rd 78, Woodland Park 

Commercial:  Pikes Peak Resort bor-

ders the Pike National Forest on 186 

acres. Luxurious lodging & 3 cabins. 

CUP to build 14 more cabins. Great 

business opportunity.               #435541

$299,900 

8815 W. Hwy 24, Chipita Park 

Commercial.  Lodge-style building, 

formerly a restaurant. 1818 S.F. Could 

be used as offices or other retail enter-

prise. Easy access to highway; high 

traffic count.                            #595207 

Real Estate News 

Bernanke Optimistic 

for Late '08 

Federal Reserve Chairman 

Ben Bernanke told the Senate 

Banking Committee on Feb. 

14 that the central bank is 

likely to make fewer rate cuts 

in the immediate future.  

Over the past six months, the 

Fed has cut rates by a total of 

2.25 percentage points; but 

the aggressive moves have 

not done much to alleviate 

the credit squeeze.  

Bernanke said the economy 

is more likely to see the 

benefits of the rate cuts in the 

second half of the year, and 

analysts now say the markets 

still expect the Fed to cut 

rates at its next meeting on 

March 18 but do not expect it 

to be as aggressive in doing 

so.  

 

The Fed "is signaling less 

rather than more in the way 

of future rate cuts and this is 

disappointing to those who 

feel more is necessary," says 

Richard DeKaser, National 

City Corp. chief economist.  

 

Source: Investor's Business 

Daily, Scott Stoddard 

(02/15/08) 
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