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Feburary 2009 They have romantic names. Tumbling out of the foothills about five miles

west of Manitou Springs below Pikes Peak, and emptying into Fountain

. Creek, rippling waters “cascade” over rocks and ledges to create a series of
DaV_'d waterfalls that named a town. Names like Crystal Spray, Fairy Falls, Lullaby

Martinek Falls, McGregor Falls, Peek-a-boo Falls, Silver Cascade, Souvenir Falls and

The Stairway are all waterfalls that converge about halfway down Ute Pass

Colorado and around which the town of Cascade (formerly Cascade Canon) was
Realtor founded in 1886.

@ Truth be known, there are waterfalls all up and down Ute Pass. Because of
oy the drop in elevation of nearly 3,000 feet from the summit in Divide, it is

inevitable that the waters of Catamount, Crystola, Fountain and Wellington
creeks would flow through the declining landscape with dramatic results.
The small falls around Cascade, and her sister towns of Chipita Park and

i i

Contact information: Green Mountain Falls, may not have been the most popular, compared to i
Rainbow Falls in Mar)ltou Springs or Seven Falls in Colorado Springs, but An historic photo of the
Direct Phone: 719.687.1516 they are no less beautiful. Silver Cascade waterfall
Toll Free: 800.905.3811, Ext. 1516 .
Fax: 719.687.0488 Once the wagon road up Ute Pass was built by Anthony Bott
Cell: 913.707.7547 to replace the old Ute Trail, a number of resort cabins and
inns sprung up along the Pass to take advantage of early
Redesigned Website: tourists and explorers seeking the wilderness falls, as well as
www.davidmartinekeb. a route to Pikes Peak.
Email: When the Colorado Midland Railway laid its tracks through -
davidmartinek@ the valley in 1887 and established stations, water tanks and =
Istchoicerealtych.com eating houses, most of those crude inns were eventually i i

replaced by fabulous and ornate hotels — the Ramona Hotel ~ The Ramona Hotel in Cascade - 1889 to 1920
in Cascade with its round turrets, the double-porched Ute
Hotel in Chipita Park (formerly called Ute Pass Park) and the | -
4 luxurious Green Mountain Falls Hotel in Green Mountain Falls. All but ‘
one of those three hotels succumbed to fire before the first decade of the
1900s was over. Only the Ramona Hotel lasted until 1920.
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& Opened in 1889, the Ramona was a three-story edifice with a striped, coni-
cal dome tower and surrounding verandas. It sat up the ridge from the pre-
sent-day intersection of U.S. Highway 24 and the Pikes Peak Highway
(Fountain Avenue), just south of the old Cascade House, somewhere be-

&1 tween the traffic lights and the Wines of Colorado restaurant.

The Ute Hotel in Chipita Park (Ute Pass
Park). Destroyed by fire in 1902

But by the end of its 31 years of operation, it was a wooden firetrap. So in 1920
the new owner had it razed so that he could build a smaller hotel of Spanish de-
sign. Unfortunately, Thomas Cusack, the builder of the Marigreen Pines estates on
the north side of the wagon road, died before the project could break ground.

Peek-a-boo Falls

The waterfalls around Cascade can still be explored today if you want to hike up the hills to see them. And the
resort areas along the Ute Pass valley have grown into quaint little towns with their own cultures and charac-
ters. Today, the combined population of Cascade and Chipita Park (very closely located) is about 1800 peo-
ple, while the smaller Green Mountain Falls community has only about 770. In the Ute Pass area, we are only
a waterfall away from our history. The Green Mountain Falls Hotel

Sources: Wikipedia, the Pikes Peak Library District (photos). burned completely on June 25, 1908
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