
This winter season is totally differ-

ent from recent years. Reviewing the 

weather patterns across the country, 

we see nearly every locale is experi-

encing extremes – heavy ice storms 

in the Midwest, freezing tempera-

tures and unusual snow creating 

havoc and snuffing out the citrus 

crops in California, snowbound cat-

tle on the plains of Colorado and 

Kansas, snow and ice storms in 

Texas and Oklahoma and paralyzing 

winter weather in Portland. Weather 

cycles are mysterious and we’re all 

asking, “What’s next; are we begin-

ning a climate change?” 

Certainly, this winter in Colorado 

has been unusual. Some who grew 

up in the Pikes Peak region say the 

early winter snows this season are 

similar to the weather they remem-

bered as kids. To date, counting the 

first snow storms in September, 

we’ve had three major blizzards and 

numerous snow showers. The total 

accumulation during this period has 

been about 96 inches, with more 

very likely before spring – late May 

or early June around here. 

 

Currently, the landscape along Ute 

Pass and on the faces of Pikes Peak 

is covered with a blanket of white 

snow about two feet deep, or more. 

The wind blows and the drifts are 

higher. Add an occasional low of 15 

degrees below zero and by anyone’s 

definition,...it’s cold! 

 

But like everything else, winter is a 

matter of perspective. The ski resorts 

love the snow and want more, particu-

larly the dry powdery stuff. Natural 

snow saves them money. And an over-

abundance of snow means more skiers 

and tourists, which has quieted (as 

least for the moment) the naysayers 

who claim global-warming is killing 

the Colorado Ski industry. 

 

Naturalist, conservationists and the 

National Forest Service love the snow, 

as well. When the snow melts this 

spring, it will produce plenty of runoff 

water for the rivers, creeks and 

streams and increase the level in the 

aquifers. It will add much needed 

moisture to the soil and help minimize 

summer forest fires. And those west-

ern states watered by the Colorado 

River should see increased supply. 

 

But it’s the impact of so much snow 

that’s making the news – something 

that readers in Florida or the southern 

states might not be able to fully com-

prehend. We have snow piled up over 

six feet! And those piles will probably 

grow higher as the winter snows on. 

Already, area merchants are suffering 

from too many closed days due to 

weather. Often, temporary Interstate  
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closings have delayed supply delivery 

causing nearly empty grocery shelves 

in mountain towns. The highway de-

partments are working constantly and 

overtime to keep major roads cleared 

and city streets accessible. While our 

road crews are some of the best, when 

the frequency of heavy snowfalls occur 

once a week, even they can be taxed. 

City and county budgets that didn’t 

anticipate this kind of winter are also 

being affected. It’s a new dilemma. 

 

As always, in the middle of adversity, 

lightheartedness develops. You may 

have heard of the woman in Denver 

who recently advertised Colorado 

snow on eBay. And newspaper head-

lines have recently begun to ask the 

question: “What’s the Eskimo word for 

‘enough?’” There are even rumors that 

some frantic Californians are fleeing 

back to the Pacific coast to escape the 

frigid winter they didn’t expect, only to 

find it there, too. Imagine that; reverse 

migration. 

 

Look at the pictures. The visual images 

of a white landscape are a sight most 

beautiful. The clear air, blue sky and 

wispy clouds of snow blowing from  
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Relocating?  

Changing employment 

or just migrating? I can 

help you to sell your 

current house and buy 

another at your new 

location. As part of a 

network of national 

Realtors, I can help 

you find  competent 

real estate agents any-

where in the country. 

  

Email or call me for 

more information   

- This publication is for information only and is not a solicitation. All property information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed - 

Prices and status are 

current as of  

January 22, 2007 

LAND $15,000 

228 View Lane, Guffey 

LAND $85,900 

0 Fairview Drive, Cripple Creek 

MY LISTING:  Two mining claims be-

tween Cripple Creek Mountain Est. and 

Dome of the Rock/Mueller State Park. 

19.26 total acres of pine and aspen with 

spectacular views of Pikes Peak and the 

Sangre de Cristo mountains.  #485502 

$123,900 

401 E. Cheyenne Rd, Colorado Springs 

Great home in a good location. A good 

starter home; 3 BR/1 BA. Close to 

schools and shops. Fenced backyard. All 

appliances stay. Furnace and hot water 

heater replaced in 2000. Programs avail-

able for no down to the qualified. #429965  

These 12 properties are 

a small sample of the 

variety offered exclu-

sively by Coldwell 

Banker 1st Choice 

Realty in the Ute Pass/

Pikes Peak region.  

$88,500 

665 Crystola Canyon Road, Crystola 

This restored 1929 mountain cabin sits on 

U.S. Forest Service land - you own the 

cabin and lease the land. Enjoy the sanc-

tuary of mountain serenity and beauty. 

Minutes from Woodland Park. All furnish-

ings and appliances included.      #599929 

$369,000 

33 Still Forest Lane, Woodland Park 

This 3792 S.F. home is a must see! A 

raised rancher with 5 BR/3BA and a 

spacious floor plan. 3-car garage. Chef’s 

dream of a kitchen. Hardwood floors, lots 

of windows & vaulted ceilings. Ideal for a 

large family.                               #454643 

MY LISTING: Beautiful views of Pikes 

Peak, surrounding mountains and rock 

outcroppings. Spring-fed seasonal pond. 

Great horse property. Gently rolling hills; 

perfect to build on. No covenants, easy 

access, modulars allowed.        #452425                         

Under Contract 

$92,500 

299 Evergreen Road, Woodland Park 

Enjoy the country for less in this remod-

eled 3 BR/2 BA single-wide. New win-

dows, open and spacious kitchen, wood-

burning stove. Large treed area behind 

the house. Storage shed. All appliances 

and furnishes are included.        #533793 

$419,900 

263 E. Fountain Blvd, Colo. Springs 

Residential/commercial/investment! 

This townhouse has an 800 S.F. office 

and upstairs living. 14-foot ceilings in 

great room including gas fireplace. Total 

of 2732 S. F.  3 BR/4 BA. Upscale living 

at its best in the Springs.           #593815 

$199,900 

59 Apache Creek Drive, Florissant 

MY LISTING: This immaculate 3 BR/2 

BA 1400 S.F. modular sits on 4.8 acres. 

20 x 10 ft. deck and open floor plan. The 

600 S.F. 2-car garage is heated and has 

workshop space. The property has a 

fantastic 8 gal/min well.     #464609 

$299,000 

3111 Pathfinder, Florissant 

Beautiful 2792 S.F. home with 4 BR/3 BA, 

knotty pine walls and sitting 5.46 acres 

with Peak views and a year-round running 

stream. See the wall of windows. Stain-

less steel appliances, second kitchen on 

lower lever; wrap-around deck.  #454044 

$349,900 

363 Lakewood Dr., Woodland Park 

Check out this 3745 S. F. home w/ 4 BR/3 

BA; 2 huge decks, private deck off master 

BR, observation room on third floor, pellet 

stove, wet bar, fireplace, plenty of room 

for entertaining. Super home, super price, 

super location.                            #498095 

$219,850 

274 Waldon Lake Cr., Divide 

Enjoy the convenience of one level in this 

well maintained home. 3 BR/2 BA, 1288 

S.F., vaulted ceilings, wood burning stove.  

Oversized garage. Beautifully landscaped, 

fenced back yard ready for kids and pets.  

                 #530794 

$379,850 

30 Aspen Drive, Woodland Park 

Minutes from WP, 5 BR/3 BA rancher. 

The master has stone wall fireplace and 

5-piece bath. 2-sided fireplace in living 

area w/ breakfast nook & dining area. Wet 

bar and family in lower level. Treed lot 

and 2-car garage.                        #480522                         

the peaks invite a mo-

ment of reflection - a 

feeling of peace and 

wonder. So don’t let my 

words about Colorado 

winter problems dis-

courage you. If you live 

in other climes but still 

have dreams of moving 

here, or of finding a 

vacation home, take 

heart. You’re always 

welcome;...bring your 

money (Ha!), and your 

dreams and talents, and 

your 4-wheel drive ve-

hicle, and plant some 

roots.  

 

But the next time it 

snows an inch in North-

ern Georgia and every-

body starts driving 

weird, remember – it’s 

deeper here. 

Sample Buyers’  

Guide 

Continued from Page 1 

by David Martinek 


